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PART I. 


SUMMARY OF THE ADMINISTRATION. 




















'TIO.X IV-PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 



r tour forest tracts covering- -11 square miles and 204 - o2 acres m the 



kavu were plotted and computed. Routdi sketches of the Aryankavu and 
Riili vanili proposed reserves were made. The forest tract proposed to be reserved 
at Pallode was close upon settlement when the year closed. 3 miles of boundary 
between Travancore and Cochin, the same extent around the Acliancoil village 
and a portion of the boundary around the Aryankavu reserve were cleared. 
The number of hands in the permanent establishment was 414 and that in the 
temporary branch 87, making a total’of 501 against 495 at the end of 1070, 
A scheme for the re-organisation of the department was submitted towards the 
close of the year. Final action taken belongs to the current year. For 
administrative convenience, the Peermade Plateau was added to the "jurisdiction 
of the Deputy Conservator at Koni, and the Quilon and the Puliyerah Sub- 
Divisions to the Southern Division. As in 1070, fifes broke out though in a less 
intense form and burned about hall a square mile of fine forest at Thadagay 
.Malay and the semi-evergreen forests about Chimunjee as also the 'Panale plan¬ 
tation at Jlalayuttur and about 5 acres of the teak plantation at Aryankavu. 
Tim receipts from cattle-grazing amounted to Rs. 217. The area planted with 
teak was 150 acres which added to the area already planted make up a total of 
1,107.1- acres. A sum of Rs. 8,020 was expended oil roads, buildings &c. against 
Rs. 9,002 in 1070. The total yield from the forests was 73,744 candies 'of timber. 
The receipts of the department amounted to Rs. 4,98,529 against au expenditure of 
Rs. 2,43,278, leaving a net revenue of Rs 2,55,251 as compared with Rs. 3,24,322 
in the previous year. The percentage of expenditure to income was 48 against 
44 in 1070. The question of revising ilie system of accounts in the For. at 
'Department engaged attention, but final steps’ were not taken before the close 








SECTION V.— REVENUE AND .FINANCE. 


Tin. fut:il receipts miller this head amounted to Rs. 04-.-J2-3 oi- ID. 17,408 
Ir.-s than in the previous veal'. The receipts from all sources except three were 
less than in the preceding year. The large decrease under this head resulted 
mamlv from the abolition, from the commencement of the year, of the fishing con¬ 
tract at Miinamham and the tolls levied at the Kuzhithura bridge. 

The out-tm’H of the salt pans was 2.31,747* iiiamids or a decrease of 82.6b(> 
niaunds as compared with 1070. 3,43,002 maimds ot Bombay salt were imported 
miring the year against o.U0.02a in the year previous. The quantity sold was 
ii.2O.700 mannds against 0,09,0 lb m the preceding year, showing an increase of 
1 1-772 mamids. The gross receipts amounted to Rs. 10,32,Sel and the charges 
ro 3.1)1,389, leaving a net revenue of lo,7),492 or Rs 60,380 more than m 1070. 

1 he number ot stamp papers and adhesive labels printed during the year 
was 4.88,484 and 00,000 against 4,02,709 and 2,00,400 respectively in the previous 
year. I lie gross revenue amounted to Rs. 3,40,644 anna 1 and pies b against 
Rs. 3..»(!..,30 annas 1 and pies 2 or Rs 9,88-j annas lo and pies 0 loss than m 1070. 
The expenditure was Rs. 24.229-14-11 against Rs. 17,198-0-7 in 1070, the excess 
hefng dhc on account ot payments made for paper for cards, adhesive labels Ac. 
purchased during the year. The net revenue was Rs. 3,22,414-2-9 against 
ils. 3,39,831.-10-7 or Rs. 16,917-7-10 less than m 1070. Three btamp references 
were made to the High Court under section 42. Auchal labels, earns and em¬ 
bossed envelopes to the value of Rs. 39,019-22 cli.-O c. were sold dunne the year 
showing an increase of Rs. 1,732-8 ch.-2 e. m value over the previous vear. 

4'ho gross revenue derived from tobacco was Rs. 10,4',-i.0;>9 against Rs. 9,&9,bSl) 
m the previous year. Deducting the charges viz. Rs. 45,2/1, the net revenue was 
Its. 10,03,788, the consumption of tobacco having increased by f)2o candies. The 
total revenue realized from Abknri, Opium and Bhang was Rs. 6,46,295 or Es. 
10.769 less than last year. 

T he gross receipts from customs were 6,42,319 against Rs. 7,38,506 in 1070, 
showing a fall of Rs. 96,187. The bulk oi the income was from exports being 97 
percent ot the aggregate revenue under exports and imports. The cost of 
collection was Rs. 27,832 and the net revenue Rs. 6,14,487 showing a decrease of 
!>j,f8o rs compared with 1070. The duty on rice and paddy exported by land 
was abolished. The tauft value of Elavil wood was reduced 'from Rs. 4 to Rs. 2 

Including the receipts under debt heads, the total revenue of the year 
amounted to 11s. 89,58,991 or Rs. 1,36,288 more than in the previous year. The 
receipts chiefly under ‘ Cardamom and other goods, ’ ‘ Forests, ’ ‘ Customs,’ 
‘Mamp*’ and * Interest 5 showed a decrease. This decrease was more than made 
up h\ increased leceipts from ‘Land Revenue, 5 ‘Salt, 5 ‘ Tobacco, ’ ‘Law and 
Justice 5 and Public uoiks. * The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 81,aO,lS3 
oi Rs. Liu,345 les* than m 1070. Thus the surplus revenue left ivas Rs. 8,03.80S 
wluch, added to the opening balance, raised the closing balance to Rs. 07,63,321, of 
which Rs. 28,81,399 were^in cash, Rs. 63,64,762 in Promissory Notes, Rs. 3,88,42;-* 
m goods*, and R*. 1,28,737 in investments in fixed deposit with .Messrs. Arbuthnot 
A Co. and the Cochin Bunk. It may be noted in conclusion that some measures 
ot improvement were initiated during the year under review. These with others 
m contemplation uie, when m full operation, likely to consume a forge portion of 
the balance. 






















these <• were historical, *1 astronomical, 3 biological amJ 4 on matters relatin'' to 
sanitation. All the lectures were iu English.' 

I lie bccretarv, Mr. Ferguson, was absent- on three months’ privilege leave, (.lur¬ 
ing which Air. Ingleby, the Superintendent, was m charge. Tlie net cost to 
Government was Rs. 2/,3t>o-26-9 against Rs. 30,977-11-14 iu 1070. Several 
additions and improvements were made to the gardens. A pair ot ormiw ont-ans 
and a cassowary were added to tlie Zoological Department bv purchase. Four 
lion and two panther cubs were born m the gardens. Models ot a male and 
female Kamkar in plaster ot pans were supplied to the Museum. Five skeletons 
ot animals that died m the gardens were also set up. 

The Head assistant, S. Padmanabha Pillay, was pensioned. Tlie Electrical time- 
gun firing apparatus was received during the year and considerable progress made 
towards fitting it up. The mid-day gun was fired correctly on ‘26 occasions and 
the average error tor the remaining days was 14 seconds. The usual meteorological 
observations were made and the usual weather telegrams and statements sent to the 
Meteorological Department of the Government of India. Rainfall statements were 
also supplied to the Huzur and other local offices as well as the Press. Tlie new 
tower under construction in the Observatory was completed. 

The profit to government on the Depot was Rs. 2,045-10-6. 

hi pursuance of the scheme sanctioned by Government during the year to 
compile new and improved text books for the use of the vernacular schools, the 
three Inspectors of Schools were asked to co-operate with the President of the Book 
Committee, and the work of compiling the new Readers was during the year entrust¬ 
ed to five competent persons nominated for the purpose. The work of compilation 
was in fair progress, and the current year will see its completion. The President 
was also engaged in revising several books sent by private authors. 

In view to investigate and collect the available data relating to the political, 
ethnological and economic history of the country, Government sanctioned on a 
temporary basis tlie establishment of an Archeological Department, and the neces¬ 
sary measures for organising the department were taken towards the close of the 


H vernacular newspapers and magazines were published during the year. 
The ‘ Malankaray Edavagay Patrika’ continued to have the largest circulation. 


SECTION VIII—MISCELLANEOUS. 

Copper cash to the value of Rs. 6,981 were coined iu the Sirkar Mint. Neither 
gold nor silver coins were struck during the year. The working of the Mint 
resulted.in a small profit to the State. 

There were 120 elephants at the beginning of the year to which 20 were 
ttdded by capture, making a total of 140. Of these 15 died, 4 were sold and 1 
presented to a temple, leaving 120 at the close of the year. The expenditure 
exceeded the receipts by Rs'16,328 chs 2 cash 7. The earnings of the elephants 
working in the P. W. and other departments were not credited. 





Tin- mine ot work turned out in the Press was Bs 28,631 ebs 9 easb 12, leav- 
ii«#f an increase ot Its 4,108 clis 23 cash 12 over the previous year. The total cost 
to fioveriiinoiit was Bs 13,027. 

Tlim' was an increase ot 171 in the number of subscribers to the Gazette, 1(5 
in the number ot copies officially circulated and 180 in the total number of copies 
struck off. 

The value of the stuck at the beginning of the year was Bs 20,804 as 4 p 2, 
and that of purchases, inclusive ot transmission charges, Bs 68,901-as 12. The value 
ot the articles issued was Bs 61,001 as 11 p 8 and the value of the stock remniiriiv 
at the close ot the year Bs 28,704 as 4 p 6. The stationery required for the year 
was purchased mostly troin English firms. 

b? cases involving the examination of 177 articles were attended to, of which 
•10 cases related to human poisoning and 20 to suspected blood stains. Poison was 
detected m b of the twiner, and m 8 ot the latter evidence of mammalian blood 
was found. There were two cases of suspected cattle poisoning but no poison was 
detected mi examination. Four cases of water analysis were also attended to. 





PART II 


DEPARTMENTAL CHAP TEPS. 







residence at Wellington House, Royapetfah, escorted by troopers of His Excellency, 
the Governor’s Body Guard. The usual salute was fired from the Fort Glacis on 
the arrival of His Highness. ' , 

!■. His Highness the Maharajah paid a State Visit to His Excellency the 
Governor on the 3rd Decemliev, which was returned the next day. His Excellency 
the Viceroy arrived at Madras on the 5tli December, but, owing' to the lamentable 
death of the Elaya Rajah at Trivandrum, His Highness was unable to take part 
in the public functions connected with the Viceregal visit and had to abandon his 
further stay there. 

■>. His Highness paid a private visit to His Excellency the Viceroy on the 
8th Instant, and left Madras at 7-30 p. m. on the 8th. On account of the mourn¬ 
ing, the departure and tlio return journey throughout were strictly private. 
After a day’s halt at Madura and at Erode, His Highness arrived at Tinnevelly at 
5 A. 3i. on the lltli Instant. Till the 16th Ilis Highness stayed at Tinnevelly, and 
returned to the Capital on the morning of the 20fch as originally arranged. 

(3. During the year under report, the Royal Family sustained a loss by the sad 
demise, at the early age of 32, of Prince Kerala Vurma, Elaya Rajah, which 
mrfiimfi*! event took place on the 5th December 1895. 




( » ) 







The proportion of collection to net demand was, as already observed, higher, 
than in 1070 and this result was wliat should have been achieved, considering that 
the year was free from the agricultural depression which marked its predecessor. ^ 
There was an improvement in the percentage of collections in all tho divisions'' 
except Kottarnm where tho result was almost the same as in 1070. Quilon shows 
the highest 'percentage of collection and Padmanabhapuram the lowest. In 
Kottavam there was an increase in the unrealised balance at the close of the year, 
as compared with that at the end of 1070. The Peishcar explains that n consider¬ 
able portion of this balance is against the dczamUs or villages within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Cochin State where, of course, our Revenue Recovery Regula¬ 
tion does not applv and where, therefore, the enforcement of punctual recovery is 
not practicable. 

10. The old arrears at the commencement of the year stood at Rs. 4,00,726, 
and deducting the amount collected (Es. 52,774) and that written off as irrecover- 
(Ks. 4].T7o! the balance outstanding at the close of 1071 was Rs. 0.00.777. 


The following statement gives the details for each Division : — 



The collections m all the divisions exhibit an increase, but, in view of the 
heavy balance outstanding, cannot be said to be satisfactory. The attention of 
the Division Peiskcars is called to this matter. The percentage of collection was 
tne highest in Trivandrum and tho lowest in Kottayam. As in last year the 
highest amount for recovery was in Kottayam and Padmanabhapuram. 

^ 14. The following statement shows the years to winch the outstandings 








« bhapuram divisions. .The only exceptions arc the settled taluqs of Trivandrum 
and Chirayinkil which will he noticed further on. 

' Tt is necessary to observe liere with reference to the remark in para 7 of the 
Resident's Review of the last Administration Report that the transfer of the cases 
to the Settlement Department does, and can, in no way retard the progress of its 
operations. The areas involved in these cases must come under the general 
scheme of settlement, whether the cases arc disposed of or not by the revenue 
authorities. For registering a newly reclaimed land in au unsettled taluq the 
Revenue Officer has to proceed under the old method of rough measurement and 
assessment which does not of course fit in with the present system of Survey and 
Settlement. The Survey and Settlement officers will have to deal with the area, 
just in the same way as if it had not been dealt with before, and to all intents and 
purposes their work is not saved in this respect. The transfer moreover is a 
matter of unavoidable necessity, as there would otherwise be two parallel oper¬ 
ations going ou in the same locality, measurement against measurement and assess¬ 
ment against assessment. 



The first and most important item is c registry oi waste ianas lammariy 
known as - uthuvals. The cases for disposal were 19,469 against 23,370, while 
the disposals were 6,398 against 8,627. The result is against the year under report, 
being 33 per cent, while the percentage of out-turn for 1070 was 87. This low 
out-turn must be pronounced as very unsatisfactory, and it is to be regretted that 
better attention was not paid to the clearing of the files. 

The Puthuval cases, as a rule, are worked by the proverty. -and taluq officials 
•and the records as they are completed are scut up to the Division Peishcar for 
final orders. In his office, the entries as to extent of land, rate of assessment. 
&c. are examined and checked and the records are returned with formal sanction 
for registry. The disposal in the majority of cases is a mere matter of routine. 
The same may be said of the cases in the Taluq offices, which arc handled by 
the Provcrticors. They have only to be sent- on as fast as they arc received, the . 
figures being verified by the subs except when there arc counter-applications 
or conflicting claims. 

21. The following table will show how the work of the year in regard to the- 
registry of waste land stood in respect of the division and taluq offices:— 
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In no taluq does t-lio figure exceed 2,288, and this according to the prescribed 
niteof oflt-turn represents not more than 3£ months’ work, and in tho Peishear’s office- 
the whole file (83 cases) could hare been cleared in a few days. So the arrears 
exhibited, far from being due to defective establishment, are traceable- to want of 
sufficient, steady energy and vigilance. The -very fact of the comparative decline 
in the disposals affords a striking illustration. For the strength of establishment 
was precisely the same in 1071 as in 107.0. Government have been pressing the 

• matter on the attention of the Peishcar and they trust that he will be able to work 

his own office and the local subordinates to the full mark of efficiency so as to 
ensure adequate results. 

The escheat eases disposed of also compare unfavorably 17.7 against 338. 

The disparity as regards the other classes of eases is not great, though tlic 
out-turn is anything but satisfactory. . 

22. The Puthuval cases in the Trivandrum Division belong, as already stated, 
to the two settled taluqs of Trivandrum and Chirayinkil. The total number of 
eases was 2,520 against 642 and the disposals 1,520 against 557. Thus the percen- 
”” tage of out-turn was 60 which is far below the result—87 percent in the preoeding 
year. No explanation is offered by the. Peishcar for this shortcoming. The 
settlement affords every facility for dealing witli applications for registry of Puthu- 
vals, and no case, ought to bo allowed to stand over which could be settled within 
the year of its file.' The Peishcar should bear this fully in mind. 

Aiowi.. 23. 105 appeals from the decisions of the Peishears in respect of these cases 
were received, of which 82 were disposed of with the mult that 51 were confirmed, 
i modified and 24 reversed. ' 

SiSmi'"" lrat the number of gardens registered were 1,051 

acres and 4,923 against 1,625 acres and 6,501 in 1070, showing a decrease of’-574 

acres and 1,578 gardens. 

iiS&JS'rf 25 ' Tllc reycnue derived from the disposal of revenue cases during the two 
years is compared in the following statement. The figures include those of the 




















SURVEYS (189-5-900 

96- Tie regular cadastral survey operations embraced 4 Muqs-Cbaugaua- 
cilery, Kottayam, Shertallay and Taikam—of which the last two were entered upon 




worked out 
38. In 5 


Measured was 335-59 square miles, including special and miscel- 
n Ampalapuzha and Shencottah, against- 313-22 square miles 


1070. 


southern taluqs already surveyed and made over to the 
t Department, a survey party was employed in dealing- with out-lying 
patches of cultivation either included in the old ayacut- or since occupied. This 
work- according to Mr. Tomlinson, formed an exceptionally heavy item during the 
year In this connection, it has to be observed that, while tlie exclusion of patches 
of cultivation could not bo helped in certain cases, it was of questionable 
expediency in others. It has now been distinctly ruled, that the survey boundary 
should be so laid as to take in, as far as possible, every bit of occupied area assessed 
or^issessable to public revenue, and it is hoped that the difficulties in this direction 
would lie greatly minimised. 

' There were also some items of miscellaneous survey which engaged the field 
party—(1) revision of the area of 228 holdings at the Instance of the Settlement 
Department, (2) re-adjustment of Taluq and Village boundaries, and (3) survey 
of a portion of the Vembanad back-water belonging to Ampalapuzha with sub¬ 
merged cultivation. 

39. Boundary survey was carried on in Changnnachery, Kottayam, Sheratallay, 

Ampalapuzha and Shencottah resulting" in a total out-turn of 306*95 against 315"19 
square miles in the preceding year. ' 

40. The fan-areas held ready for settlement were 329'5S square miles against 
324*76 and belonged to the taluqs of Changanachery^Kottayam, She 
Ampalapuzha. In the last two, tlie ar- — -.it---,-—, 
that under miscellaneous sv 


s only about 19 si 


;mhand 


41. The progress in map work was as below 

(a) .Original village maps. —350-11 square miles under cadastral survey, ordi- 
larv and miscellaneous, in 5 taluqs. 

(b) ^ RepuWimtion of village maps. —]0'02 square miles comprising the taluq of 

’ " ‘ -* ’’aiiynr, Tainarakulam, Rajakamangalam 




impi-ising- tli 




edit o^) SlKC “' o{ ^Kandrum Town and Travancore State. (2nd 

(O Charts and diagrams 3. 

Alluding to this item of work the Survey Superintendent observes: ‘The * 
out-turn m publication of all classes of maps, taken together during 1071, is a . 
decided advance on the unprecedented operations of the previous year.’ 

The Lithographic Department has been working up to the mark, as shewn 
by the publication of the village survey maps without arrears and of a useful class 
of topographical maps. 

42. From the progress made 


ously with the complel 
on 2,02,648 survey fields i 
that of the previous year. 


of the survey of the State. The year’s result bears 
Ulurayinkil and Quilon which is very nearly equal to 






















* 71. The Peislicar refers to 
m figures, and it is hoped that In 

* information on this point. The average cost per square mile should be eiuercu 
for each of the tiro taluqs. 

72. These two taluqs, as already stated, were also finally settled in the year. Kutga^ii 

73. The subjoined table exhibits the work done in these taluqs during the satL 




The total number of complaints received on rough Puttahs was 4,641, of which 
the bulk as usual was for transfer of names. 

74. The settlement is said to have resulted in an increased revenue of Rs. 21,928 
or 29 per cent in Kartigapalii and Rs. 11,680 or 45 per cent in Nedumeugad, or 
a total increase of Rs. 33,608. But the records not having been closed and there 
being still some balance of work to be finished, the remarks made in regard to 
Thovalay and Agastisvaram, in the matter of analysis of the settlement results 
apply to these taluqs also. 

75. Regarding the Palanilam settlement in Kartigapalii, adverted to in para 
66 of the previous year’s report, it is satisfactory to note that the change 'has been 
welcomed by the ryots.’ The tax is now laid on the lands at a permanent annual 
rate and the scare of the village official’s periodical visit, so obnoxious to the 
ryots, has been removed. 

76. The block-dividing work was completed during the year, the number of ^ aito11, 
villages thus dealt wrh being 3 against 10 in the previous year. The number of 
properties divided was 6,998; the number of registration cases filed was 129 .and 

the number investigated was 300 against 640 and 1,690 respectively in 1070. 

77. The classification work having been completed in the previous year, the 
classifiers were engaged during the year in the tabulation of assessment figures. 

Abstract statements for 3 villages were prepared and submitted to Government. 

78. The chief items of work in these taluqs were Svlb- 

(1) Kegistration; and Sgfe . 

>n of vabtavari statements. NeyyatHukaw 


79. The subjoined statement shows the work.done uuder the first item:— 






In the first named taluq 2,77,298 trees were counted and 26,424 properties 
divided. h'o particulars are given in the Settlement Peishcar’s report of the, 
progress of the Vattavari statement work. But it is hoped that the work is in 
full progress. 

80. Registration formed the chief item of work in these taluqs. In the 
last named taluq, classification and counting of trees in one village and some 
divide work were also done during the year. 


81. Thestat 
during the last i 

"wol 

it below compares the 

registration 

i work in this group of taluqs 
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It will be seen that in Eraniel the year compares very unfavorably with its 
predecessor in respect of cases filed and investigated, the fall being 50 per cent 
in the former and 18 per cent in the latter. The Settlement Peishcar attributes 
this “ to the field operatives having had to deal with tough and complicated cases 
and to the difficulty of securing the attendance of parties owing to the prevalence 
of cholera in the South.” The explanation is probably correct; but the fact has 
to be noted that the strength and cost of the establishment being the same, the 
out-turn of work varies according' to causes, some of which are beyond calculation 
or control. 


82. The Registration work of tl 
to 74 of the previous report, is sher 


noticed along with Eraniel in paras 72 


Kalkulam ... ... -"oV . -!“u 

Vilavaukod.- 48 +9 

Neyyattinkara ... - 20 - 19 

It is uot stated how far- the out-turn was affected by the Vattavari work and 
what portion of the field establishment was detailed for it and for how many 
months of tho year. 

83. iIn—these taluqs, classification and registration form the chief items of 








REVENUE SETTLEMENT. 10 

8-5. This fcaluq was 'taken up by the Bottle meat Department only towards 
*thc close of the year- Classification, counting of trees and divide work constituted 

counted and 904 properties divided during the year. 

86. The work turned out by the Supervisors under escheat and other revenue ifc*., 
work is shown below:— 
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' Total .| 5,37sj 4,00s|l0,23?j‘ 3.682| <5,005 
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The Supervisors disposed of during the year 4,052 revenue cases out of a* 
total, for disposal, of 11,091 cases against 2,946 and 8,717 respectively in the 
previous year. Though the disposals were greater, the arrears at the close of the 
year were still greater than in 1070. Of the disposals during the year, 3,682 -~-v ___ 

These cases, it has to be noted, involve the adjustment of Government 
rights and arise from registration. There ai*e also cases of the kind transferred 
from the revenue department, as noted in the section under Land Revenue. 

They are attended to by the Settlement agency, as preparatory to the general 

87. The number of revenue cases received in the Centra] Office during the year 
was 4,117, of which 8,012 were disposed of during the year, and the rest (505) were 
remanded. Of the total number for disposal, 2,824 were escheat cases—381 
main cases and 2,443 cases for individual settlement. 

88. Of 381 main cases of escheat, G4 were disposed of as not escheat, 181): in 
favor of Government and the rest (137) were remanded. Of the 2,824 escheat 
cases received during the year, 415 or 15 per cent were received from the file 
of the revenue department and 2,409 or 85 per cent were brought to' light in 
the course of general registration. 

89. The sum realised from the disposal of revenue cases, m the shape oi c a 4i ***&*- 
arrears of tax and sale proceeds of lands, amounts to Rs. 22,399-chs-3,. and the 
permanent revenue derived from this source comes to Rs. 1,307-chs-ll-cask-lI. 








90. The number of cases of disobedience of summons dealt with in the year 
was 3,324 against 3,783 in tlie previous year. 

91. The fines imposed during the year amounted to Es. 4,722 against 
Es. 3,639-ehs-l 8-eash-8 in the previous year. 

Including the previous year’s balance the amount for recovery was Es. 5,865- 
chs-21 of which Ks. 4,835-chs-3 were recovered, leaving a balance of Es. 1,530- 
clis. 18 at the close of the year. 

92. The Settlement Peishcar had 1,287 registration appeals for disposal in¬ 
clusive of the previous year’s balanoe, of which he disposed of 779 during the year 
with the result that tlie original decisions were confirmed in 444 and reversed in 

93. The Settlement Peishcar was out. on circuit 151 days against 165 days in 
the previous year. 

Considering tlie expanding sphere of settlement operations, it is necessary 
for the purpose of efficient control that the Peishcar should spend the greater 
part of the year at the- scene of those operations. Iu fact, moving out on 
inspection and stirring up the field operatives and ivorlung them up to full 
efficiency by his presence constitute his normal duty. The Peishcar’s attention 
is particularly drawn to this matter. The rule in his case is the reverse of what 
applies to the Division Peishcar whose stay at head-quarters is expected to be 
ordinarily longer in the year than his absence from it. 

94 The subjoined statement compares the work of the department during 
the last two years :— 
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95. The cost of the department was Es. 1,61,201 against Es. 1,46,943 in 1070". 

96. diagram showing the progress of settlement work will be" found in the 




97. The settlement operations have been pushi 
expeditiousness which experience could suggest 
permit. There is not a single taluq completely surveyed, which has not been 
entered upon by the Settlement Department. As regards concurrency, of opera¬ 
tions m one and the same village, the scheme laid down does admit of the utmost 
possible combination. As field-to-field inspection is proceeded with, a rough 
chit tali is prepared to form the ground-work for registration. The registration 

y itself is oxpeoted to be attended to along wit’- -’ -- — 

"or the purpose. The filling in of the 0 


facilities e 







The last item is money loan advanced in bygone tildes for Yiruthi service, - 
and the amount entered represents the recoveries effected from individual holders. 
This loan item itself has since been given up by Government. This measure ' 
belongs properly to the current year. 

101. It will he seen from the preceding para that the total acreage of Viruthi 
land sold was 221, which fetched Es. 90,433. This gives an average rate of 
Es. 408 an acre. 

102. The average rate per acre for the 199 acres which paid Us. 30,027, is 


103. It is'apparent from these figures that the ryots, in whose favor their 
family holdings were settled on account of their long connection with the Viruthi, 
had to pay far less than the market value. The concession must be a palpable 
benefit to them as full proprietary rights have been secured on easy terms. 

104. Besides the 420 acres disposed of, as above, by sale and levy of a fixed 
value, 592 acres were reserved as grants for simple personal service. They are 
of the nature of service Inams. They have all been settled and Puttahs granted, 
specifying the duties for the performance of which the lands are to be enjoyed as 
remuneration. 

105. Thus the total Viruthi area settled is 1,012 acres and the additional 
annual tax resulting by the measure is Us. 926, calculated at the commutation 
rate for the grain portion of the demand. 

106. The cost of the establishment (including the salary of the Deputy Peish- 
car) amounted to Es. 10,452-chs-6. 

107. The lands benefited by the Parur Bund, which was constructed at a cost 
of Es. 1,02,773, were settled during the year. Mr. Eajaram Eow, Dewan Peishcar 
of Quiion, who .had commenced operations while Peishcar of Kottayaro, was 
specially charged with the settlement of these lands, and lie carried out tlie work 
suoessfully. The lands comprise 1,S24 holdings with an aggregate area of 1,291 
acres 72 cents, and the settlement resulted in an annual revenue of Es. 4,109. 
A sum of Es. 3,602 was also realised by the sale of escheated lands and from the . 
registry of Puthuvals. 

108. The noteworthy feature in this settlement was the levying of a light 
jjxtra cess uninformly on all the occupied wet areas, at 2 J Es. per acre. 




• • CHAPTEE III. 

' PROTECTION. 

LEGISLATION (1895-96.) 

109. Mr. Nagam Aiya, official member, was re-appointed in the beginning 
the year, Ms tenure of office ha-riDg expired by the end of 1070. On f 
appointment of Mr. Muthuuayagom Pillay, B. a. & B. i., as District and Sessit 
Judge, Mr. Kuruvila, s. c. E., a retired Executire Engineer, was nominated 















The increase in ‘culpable homicides’ and ‘accidental deaths’ is marked, h 
being 24 and 87 respectively. Of fclio 470 accidentals 143 were females and 216 
children. The number of suicides was 64 of which 11 killed themselves bf 
drowning and S8 by banging. Particulars of accidental deaths during the Jast 
two years are subjoined:— 



Out of the 216 children who ched accidentally 189 perished by drowning. 


12£h 151 fires occurred during’ the year against 179 in 1070 resulting in 
destruction of 374 houses and loss of property to the value of Rs. 1,20,229. 1 
lives were also lost—three of them in the Kott&yam Division. Thejargest n 
her of fires and the heaviest loss of property were both in the Quilon Divi 
being 53 and Rs. 68,439 respectively. 
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The ratio of conviction-botk with reference to cases and to persons was 
almost the same as in 1070, being 78-4 and 61'8 against 77'!> and 60-8 respectively. 
But in regard to recovery of lost property there is a considerable falling oft which 
is not explained—58-4 against 67-04. The number of cases transferred to the list 
of undetected cases was only 17 against 24 in 1070. 

133. The following statement exhibits the detective results in respect of 
offences under the Penal Code, Local and Special Laws, and Nuisances:— 



Iso striking- variations are observable between the figures for the two years 
excepting, as above remarked, under recovery of property. Mr. Bensley again 
adverts to the possibility of saying the Police considerable labour in regard 

but the Regulation in force^lias to be amended to"ensure palpable relief. 




















CRIMINAL JUSTICE (1895-96.) 


the Special Courts for the trial of European B 
is and one Special Appellate Judge), the nun 
d jurisdiction during the year was the same as 

The High Court. 

5 Sessions Courts. 

6 District Magistrates’ Courts. 

7 First Class do. 

32 Second do. do. 

12 Third do. do. 


157. The total number of cases reported during the year was 17,966—15,415 
under the Penal Code and 2,551 under Special and Local laws, against 17,647, 
15*304 Sind 2,343 respectively in the previous year showing an increase of 319—111 
under the Penal Code and 208 under Special and Local laws. The ratio of offences 
reported to population, was 1 to 142 against 1 to 145 in 1070. 

158. Of the cases reported 676 were rejected under section 181 of the 

Criminal Procedure Regulation and 490 were struck off as false, frivolous or vexa¬ 
tious, against 651 and 1,012 respectively in the previous year. Deducting these, the 
number of cases returned as true was 16,800 and 15,984 for the two years, or 
93‘51 and 90'58 per cent of the reported cases. This advance ill the percentage of 
cases returned as true is apparently indicative of a desirable decline in false and 
frivolous litigation; hut the absence of a proportionate rise in the ratio of con- 

- viction, as will he seen later on, would seem to show that the result is in part due 
to tlie failure of the Magistrates in sifting complaints, the preliminary examination 
of complainants being, it is feared, too often made a mere formal affair. Of the 
cases returned as true, 14,376 or 93'26 per cent were under the Penal Code and 
2,424 or 05‘02 per cent under Special and Local laws, against 13,679 or 89 38 per 
cent and 2,305 or 98'38 per cent respectively in 1070. 

159. While there was an increase in the total litigation, there was a satisfactory 
decline in grave crimes excepting those affecting life and public justice. The 

.falling off in the following offences reported was marked—Theft (— 286), Extor¬ 
tion (- 23), Robbery and Dacoity (- 38), Cheating (— 11), Criminal intimidation 
(— 47), Criminal trespass (- 196), Offences relating to marriage (- 15), Offences 
against public tranquillity (— 22), and Contempts of the lawful authority of public 
servants (-61). The increase was chiefly in Hurt, (+ 372), Criminal force and 


Assault (+ 425) and Mischief (+ 41). 

160. The total number of offences against Iff 


previous year. Of these, 35 against 30 were murder or attempt 
must 11 culpable homicide not amounting to murder, 5 against 3 
- rash or negligent acts, and 15 against the same number, attempt 
• suicide. The increase was thus under the first three heads and 
eulpable homicide not- amounting to murder. There was no offence 
■ted in the Cardamom Hills District in 1070, while in the year 
here were 3 such cases—2 of culpable homicide not amounting to 
of attempt at suicide. The total number of offences of this class 


ot amounting to murder, while m 
in and Quilon exhibit an advance in 
ot amounting to murder (+ 3 and - 



161. There were 169 cases of grievous hurt reported against 114 in the 
previous year. Of these* 83 against 49 were in Kottayam, 43 against 34 in Quilon, 
*9 against 1 iu Alleppey and 11 against 21 in Padmanabhapuram. The variation 
in the other two. districts was slight. Of other grave offences affecting the lmman 
body Kottayam contributed the largest number, Quilon coining next. The con¬ 
tribution by the other districts was small. 

102. The total number of cases of theft reported during the year was 2,05-1 
against 2,341 in 1070, showing a decrease of 286. Cases of robbery and of dacoity 
reported likewise fell from 463 to 440 and 184 to 169. Thie subjoined table shows 
the distribution of these offences among the several districts:— 
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The decrease in theft was shared by all the districts, except Alleppey and the 
Cardamom Hills. Robbery increased in • Padraanabhapurom and Quilon and 
diminished in all the other districts. Quilon exhibits a noteworthy falling off in 
dacoity. The districts of Kottayam and Quilon together contributed S0*45 per cent 
of the robberies and 78*69 per cent of the dacoities reported during the year. 

163. Of thefts, 59*17 per cent •were reported from gardens or paddy lands, 
32*75 per cent from dwelling houses and 8*08 per cent from highways. The cor¬ 
responding percentages in the previous year were 61*94, 30*88 and 7*18. There 
was thus an advance in the proportion of thefts from dwelling houses and high¬ 
ways. As usual the bulk of the cases were petty—in 53*88 per cent the value of 
property stolen did not exceed o Rs., in 86*50 per cent the value was between 5 
and 50 Ks., and in only 9*25 per cent the value exceeded 50 Rs. The value was 
not ascertained in *87 per cent of the cases. There were only 3 cases diming the 
year, against 11 in the year before, in which tho value of property lost exceeded 
1,000 Re. 

164. In robbery the percentage of those reported from gardens or paddy : 
lands and from dwelling houses, fell from 52*70 and 22*46 to 32*50 and 19*55 
respectively, while highway robberies rose from 24*84 io 47*95 per cent. " This,” 
as the High Court observe! <! indeed is an unsatisfactory feature in the prevalence of 
crimes ” and calls for the earnest attention of the Police. The year also compares 
unfavorably with its predecessor in respect of the average value of property lost in 
robbery. The percentage of cases in which the value of the stolen property did. 
not exceed 5 Rs. fell from 65*87. to 50, while that of cases in which the value 
ranged between 5 and 100 Rs. rose from 25*05 to 34*32. There was one case in 
which the value of property exceeded 1,000 Rs., but in 1070 there was no case in 
which the value exceeded 500 Rs. 





165. The falling off in dacoity -was general and satisfactory, both in respect of 
ie number and distribution of the cases reported and the value of the property lost! 
here was but a slight decrease in the number of dacoities in which the value ofi 
- ^ — i :j ’ i1 - -alue ranged 

.cli the value 


There was but a slight 

property stolen was below' 5Rs., and the -.. 

between 5 and 25 Rs. was identical in both years. The nu 
exceeded 1,000 Rs. was only 2 compared with 5 in 1070. 

166. Cases of extortion reported fell 
Kottayam (—16). # 


m 51 to 28,.the fall being marked in 
ion also showed a decline from 73 to 65; 
Criminal breach of trust from 127~to 118 ; and lurking house-trespass from 135 to 
116; while mischief by fire advanced from 46 to 54. Under Criminal breach of 
trust the fluctuation in the several districts was remarkable—Padmanabhapuram 
(+12), Tnvandnun (-21), Qnilon (+18) and Kottayam(-5). The increase in 
mischief by fire was contributed by Qnilon and Kot-tayam. Offences against public 
justice rose from 119 to 130, the rise being- entirely in Qnilon (+14), while the 
other district# were either stationary or exhibit a slight decline. Offences relating 
to marriage fell from 28 to 13, those relating to religion from 18 to 11, those relat¬ 
ing to coin and Government stamps from 6 to 4; and those relating to documents 
from 40 to 37. The decline was more or less general in all the districts. ‘ 

*167. * The total number of eases reported under Special and Local laws was 2,551 
against 2,348 in the previous year. Of these, 961 or 377 per cent against 844 or 
86 per cent were under the Police Regulation, 501 or 197 per cent against 607 or 
25-9 per cent under the Abkary Regulation and 250 or 9*8 per cent against 299 or 
12-8 per cent under the Tobacco Regulation. The number of prosecutions under 
the Towns Conservancy and Improvement Regulation was 220 or 8-6 per cent—the 
percentage'being the same for the previous year. Criminal breach of contract 
cases rose from 111 to 187. Prosecutions were also more .numerous than m the 
preceding year under the Cattle Trespass Regulation (+65), Forest Regulation 
(+69) and Stamp Regulation (+56). There -was a decline in cases under the 
Opium- and Bhang Regulation (—lo) and the Arms Regulation ( — 12). The 
fluctuations under the other Regulations call for no comment. There were 4- cases 
under the Gambling Regulation which became law during the year. To the aggre¬ 
gate litigation under Special and Local laws Trivandrum contributed 32-77 per cent,. 
It is observed that out of 192 prosecutions in this district under the Towns Conser¬ 
vancy and Improvement Regulation, 83 or 48-23 per cent were rejected in limine. 

“ This,” in the words of the High Court, “does not speak well of the discretion 
exercised by the Town Improvement Committee in directing criminal prose- 

l * 168. Including the previous year’s arrears, the total number of cases for 
disposal during the year was 18,390 mvolving-44,896 persons against 18,089 cases 
affecting 43,252 persons in the previous year. Of these, 8,839 cases involving- 
22,452 persons against 8,556 cases involving 19,599 persons were disposed of 
without trial under sections 181, 224 v 225, 236 and 256 of the Criminal Procedure 
Regulation; and the number actually tried was 10,051 cases .involving 22,444 
persons against 9,538 cases involving 23,653 persons. Of the persons tried the 
percentage of conviction was 29*48 against 29-38 in 1070. The percentages of 
conviction under the Penal Code and under the Special and Local Laws were 22-54 . 
and /7-05 against 23*19 and 79-28 respectively. The comparison is thus not 
favourable to the year and shows the need for greater care and judgment on the 
port of the Magistracy m sifting the complaints at the outset. In respect of 
prosecutions under the Special and Local Laws, which are generally started bv 

or under. the authority of public servants or bodie* --4 ^ 

in initiating criminal proceedings must result in bet 
careful attention. 

169. The ratio of conviction in grave offences 

. nnpi ovement, being 56'30 against 44 : 55—the adva- 
«t murder being specially noteworthy—70 against 48. There was also a xmu. 
i so in the ratio of conviction under robbery, dacoity, extortion, house-breaking 
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With the exception 

recomimnce bonds, there was a marked fall m the preventive ana miscellaneous'- 
proceedings taken during the year. Cases under Chapter VIII (Prevention of breach! 
of the peace) fell from 13 to 5 and the persons concerned from 110 to 42. Cases 
of security for wood behaviour similarly declined from 5 to 2, and the persons in¬ 
volved from 6 to 2. There were only -1 possession oases involving the same number 
of persons against 11 cases and 3+ persons in 1070. There were no eases of proceed¬ 
ings ao-ainstwitaesses or against local nuisances dining the year. The number of 
frivolous or vexations complaints dealt with fell from 91 to 85, hut there was a 
satisfactory rise in the number of persons required to pay compensation. Of 113 
persons required to pay compensation 6 suffered imprisonment for default. The 
amount of maintenance awarded did not exceed 10 Rs. in any case. The amount of 
bail and recognizance bonds forfeited aggregated Rs. 625 against Rs. 769 in 


original juris- 174. The number of original cases for disposal including arrears and cases 
riMion. Flit. 1 . ece j lVe( p gy transfer was 18,382 against 18,081 in the previous year showing an in¬ 
crease <jf 2"98. The number disposed of was 18,273 against 18,001 and the arrears 
at the close of the two years were 109 and 83. Though the arrears were slightly 
higher than last year, the disposals show that the Magistracy kept pace with the 
rise in the file. The average disposal by a Magistrate was 321 against 316 in the 
previous year. 

175. The subjoined table compares the distribution of the file among the several 
grades of Magistrates:— 


.I „ 


q a 


^ The District Magistrates had loss work- than last year—the -number of cases 
taken up by them having fallen from 151 to 117. Of the 101 cases tried, 23 were 
referred by subordinate Magistrates for enhanced punishment. The file of the First 
class Magistrates was also lighter, 1,702 against 1,788. Thus the increased work 
of the year fell exclusively to the share of the second and third class Magistrates. 
The District Magistrates, as pointed out -by the High Court, could well have taken 


17b. The number ot pei 
was 41,560-2,076 in prelim 


ivolved m tin 


i cases disposed of by the Magistracy 
unary enquiries and 42,490 in trials. The correspond- 
yeav were 42,935, 2,193 and 40,742. Of those involved 
7 against 127 per cent were committed to the Sessions 
i-oh-ed m trials 14'5 per cent were convicted against 15'6 


177. Ihe number of persons convicted by the Magistracy was 6,186 against 
^ le pievions, yeai. Of these 64'6 against 62-2 per cent were punish- 
ul with fine only, 281 against 29-7 per cent were punished with impri- 
nt- only, 8 pel cent against l b were, whipped in lien of other punish- 
ments, o7 against o 9 per cent were imprisoned and fined; -1 against -2 per 
cent Auio lupubonea ana whipped; and -2 against •]. were imprisoned, fined 
.ind Inpptd. Ine pei centage of persons ordered to work off advances in breach. 
. contract con* na s o against 8. The chief feature of the year was a rise in the 




proportion of persons sentenced to fine and a fall in tlie ratio of those punished 
#wifch imprisonment. 99*05 per cent of the fines inflicted were below 50 Ra. anrl 
Vhere were only 4 persons on whom flues exceeding 200 Rs. were imposed. Of the 
persons punished with imprisonment, the percentage of those sentenced to .simple 
imprisonment was 20-58 against 21-62 in 1070. The number of persons sentenced 
to imprisonment exceeding 6 months shows a slight increase—99 against 90. 

178. The number of cases referred by the Magistrates to the'Police for investi¬ 
gation tvas 552 and the number of persons arrested by the Police under Warrants 
tv as 11,324 against -546 and 10,926 in the previous year. There tvas an improve¬ 
ment in the average time taken by the Police in tbe investigation of the referred 
cases —18 against- 22 days. 6-3 against 4'4 per cent of the cases were returned 
nothin 5 days, and only 10'7 against 19-6 per cent took more than 30’ days. The 
duration in respect of arrests tvas however worse than the previous year—6 
against 5 days. The percentage of persons arrested within 5 days fell from 37-9 
to 33-5 while that of persons arrested after 30 days rose from 2-5 to 4. 


179. The subjoined statement shows the duration of preliminary enquiries and 
trials before the Magistracy:— 



Excluding the period taken by the Police in returning cases referred to them 
or in arresting persons, the duration of trials was the same in both years, while the 
duration in regard to preliminary enquiries shows a slight improvement. The year - 
is still far behind 1069 when the duration was 14 days for preliminary enquiry and 
8 days for trials, anil the remarks made in the last^ y^earVreport (Para 174) do not 

to the matter. 


180. Of the 109 cases pending at the close of the year, 61 were on the files of I 
superior Magistracy and only 48 on those of the subordinate Magistrates.^ 17 wi 

old andTwera^oHess^than one month’s duration. Of the trials 5 were pendi 
over 3 months against- 9 m the previous year. 


181. The number of witnesses examined by the Magistracy was *j,2sit or 
less than the previous year by »,2S9; but the percentage of witnesses examined on 
the first day of appearance rose from 87-0? to 89-48, while the percentage ot-those 
detained more t-hiui 3 days rose from 1-4 to 2. Ibis is not satisfactory. T he 
avorao-e number of witnesses examined by a District Magistrate was 37, hr a First 
class Slagist-rate 839. and by a Magistrate of-the second or third class 618 as com¬ 
pared with 76, 930 and 672 in the previous year. 

















e Sessions Courts, 


during the 


the vear The disposal in the previous year amounted to 110 case* affecting 24t^ 
person*- The arrears at the end of the year were 5 ca*e» affecting b persona 
Uiiust S cases affecting 19 persons. All these cases were committed towards the 
close of the Tear for trial at the opening sessions of the current year. It is 
satisfactory to note that the Sessions Courts fully kept pace with the increased file 
of the year. Of the 326 persons tried during the year 174- or 53 37 per c 
convicted and 150 or -lij-01 per cent were acquitted by tl 
corresponding percentages in the previous, ycai being -J 
fio-uros speak to the care and discretion used by the Magistracy in committing ce 
to the Sessions Courts. As iu the preceding year the highest percentage of ac¬ 
tion was iu Trivandrum (69-66). The lowest percentage of 

year was in .Parur (30-33), while in the previous year Quilon mm uue jvwvno per¬ 
centage (-31 -ob). 

103- Of the persons convicted m Sessions trials 9 were sentenced to death and 
7 to life imprisonment against 4 and 7 respectively m the pievions }cai. The 
number of persons sentenced to whipping was 5 against 1, and the number sentenced 
to fine alone was 2 in both years. The rest were sentenced to imprisonment with 
or without fine. -As in 107u there was no case of solitary confinement. 

*104- * Xo offeuee under a special or local law anno up tor trial before the Ses¬ 
sions Courts m either vear. There was a marked mciease m the gravel-ofTences- 
mur-kr and attempt at or abetment of murder ( + 12), culpable .homicide not 
amounting to murder (4 5), causing death by rash or negligent acts ( + 4), dacoity 
(+ 8), theft (+ 7). Offences relatiug to documents, false evidence, kidnapping 
and offences against public justice show a decline. Two of the persons convicted 
dui'ino' the year were juveniles and 3 were females. In 1070 there wore 6 female 
convicts and no juveniles. 

19-j. The average duration oi bessions trials shows an increase—9 days 
against 8 m 1070 and 7 :n 1069. The increase was contributed by JNagercoiI- 
si. 10 days) Alleppey (o against 3 days) and Parur {7 -against 3 days). 

- 1 —~ r ' . t - - v .an improvement. 

190. The number of appeals preferred to the Sessions Courts from the decisions 
of the District and First class Magistrates was 1.74 affecting 28b persons against 
lo2 appeals and 252 persons m tile previous year. The number of appealable 
decisions is not given. The increase m institutions was m Qnilon (+19 cases), 
Alleppey (+9) and Parur (+7), wmle there was a falling oft m Nagereoil and 
Trivandrum of o and 8 cases respectively. Inclusive of arrears and appeals remand- 
. ed and received by transfer, the total number tor disposal was 183 appeals af¬ 
fecting 302 persons against 161 appeals and 264 persons m 1070. Of these 180 

. * 1 - - rtf4r> persons were disposed of during the vear leaving as arrears 3 

ae previous year. 


The other two Courts showed an 


appeals affecting 299 pci 
appeals against 4 in the 




the finding a 


197. In regard ta 57-86 per cent of tli 
o<: the Magistrates were confirmed against 48 - 2o per cent m 1070. The percentage 
of modification was 12-71 and of reversal 27-09 and of both together 39-80. These 
details are not available for 1070, but che percentage o: modification and reversal 
together ior dial u*ar was 48 63. Tue results indicate a noteworthy improvement 
m the quality o; the decisions of the District and First class Magistrates. 


. There v 


a deterioration m 


e duration o: 


in that of the bes- 


sions trials already noticed—1-i against 12 days. The longest duration was in 
Parm- m both jeav.s-—30 and 29 davs. In Alleppev and Nagercoil the duration was 
the. same as m bust year 12 and 11 days, but m Trivandrum and Quilon it rose 
from 11 to 14 and from 10 to 11 davs. Phe unsatisfactory delay m the Parur 
Conn wmch was. specially noticed m the last year’s report has not been explained. 
"With the lightest tile tins Court should certainly show better result* 

1*W. The .Sessions Courts had oa applications for disposal and all but 
one, which was received a day berore the close of the year, were disposed of-— 



.with the result that 29 were rejected and 5 reported to the High Court. The 
{duration oi these applications was 18 days against Id m the previous rear, tin* 
longest duration (do daws) being m Parur. The Sessions Courts also disposed ot 
during the year i<>4 miscellaneous petitions and 10,290 calendars d'C. 

200. The fiues imposed by the Sessions Courts amounted to f&> 2,422 against 
ft 2,173. Inclusive ot the balance of previous years, the amount for recovery was 
ft 87,145 ot which ft 100 were remitted m appeal or revision, Rs 23,(506''were 
struck oft as irrecoverable and ft 497 were realized. The balance at the end ot 
the rear amounted to R$ 12,942 against Rs -34,728. 11ns is satisfactory. 

201. ft 712 were paid by the Sessions Courts to witnesses as batta and mileage 
against Rs 71-8—showing an expenditure ot ft 5 and 7 per case respectively. 

. Hnjh Court. 

2U2. 13 cases aitectmg lb persons were reterreu to the High Court for cou- 

hrmat-ion ot sentences ot death and life imprisonment against 6 cases affecting 10 por¬ 
ing 2 cases affecting 3 persons having been received only towards the dose of the 
year and consequently not npe tor hearing. Of llie 18 persons involved m the cases 
disposed ot, 7 were sentenced to death and 6 to life imprisonment by the Sessions 

into rigorous, imprisonment for'hte. Of the latter 5 were confirmed and the sixth 
was altered into a ^sentence of death. The High Jl'ourt also on the appeal of 

amounting to murder into one of murder and awarded the sentence ot rigorous 
imprisonment for life. Another person convicted bv the High Court, on appeal by 
Government, of murder in dacoity (section 396 of the Penal Code) was also 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for life. 5 of the prisoners involved in referred 
trials were defended at the cost ot Government. 

203. There was a very satisfactory decrease in the average duration of referred 
trials in the High Court—3J, against 52 days. Excluding the term for appeal pro¬ 
wled by law and the period for which cases had to stand over for the receipt ot 
additional evidence, for the arrival of the prisoners &c. the average duration was 
13 days against 11 in 1070, “Even tins slight increase’ the High Court observe 
“ is due to the translation into English of the voluminous records of some of 
these relerred cases—especially ot the sensational Xagercoil murder case—and rhe 
large increase in the sittings of a Ml Bench of 3 Judges in the High Court’ to the 
detriment of regular Division Bench work. ’ 

•204. Excluding appeals from sentences ot death aud lite imprisonment, 8b 
appeals were received m the High Court against 49 ni the previous year, or an 
increase of 39. Plus extraordinary increase is partly attributed to the fact that 
28 appeals wore preferred from 9 judgments ot Sessions Courts. Including one 
appeal pending at the commencement ot the year there were 89 appeals for dis¬ 
posal, ot which 87 were disposed ot during the year. Ot the 2 remaining appeals 
one had been remanded to the lower Court and was pending the receipt ot the 
additional evidence oraered to bp taken, and the other was received 2 days before 
the close ot the year. 10 of the appeals preferred during the year were by 
Government against acquittals bv Sessions Courts and Magistrates against 12 m the 

205. The number ol persons involved m the appeals disposed ot during therein- 
was 131 against 81 in 1070. The percentages ot confirmation, modification and 
reversal were. 54-31, 27-15, 18*54 as compared with 64-19, 20-99, 14-82, -in the 

■previous year. This points to a regrettable deterioration in the quality of the work 
turned out bv the subordinate Courts. • Ot the appeals disposed ot, 9 were those 
preferred bv Government-against acquittals by the subordinate Courts. Of these 
7 were successful. The number ot successful appeals against acquittal was only 4 
out of 13 in the previous year. . 

206. The average duration of appeals before the High Court was 23 days 
against 31 in 1070. 






the number of persons involved therein ; 

5. An unsatisfactory increase in the number of juveniles, charged but a note¬ 
worthy falling off in the number convioted; 

G. A slight falling off in the ratio of conviction, both in offences under the 
Penal Code and in offences under Special and Local laws; 

7. A satisfactory increase in the ratio of conviction secured in most of the 

8. A general decrease in the preventive and miscellaneous proceedings taken 
under the Code of Criminal Procedure; 

9. A falling off in the original work taken up by the District and 1st. Class 
Magistrates and a corresponding increase in the work that fell to the share of the 
subordinate Magistrates; 

10. An increase in the ratio of convicted persons let off with fine alone by the 
Magistracy and a corresponding decrease in that of persons sentenced to imprison- 





•TAILS (1895-%.) 


211. Tlir number of Jails remained unchanged, viz, 3—the Central .Tail at jjj”' 1 " 
Trivandrum and the two District Jails at Alleppey and Qnilon. 


212. In the year under report Mr. G. \V. Boomgardt, Superintendent of the «■»<■>. 
Central Jail, died end Mr. J. A. Duthie M. A., Head Master, His Highness the Maha 
Rajah’s High School, Trivandrum, was appointed Superintendent on probation. 

He assumed charge in the closimr month ot the vear—Audi. 

213. The Prisons Regulation (I of 1071) referred to in para 22!> of the last pruui. 
Report, came into operation from the last quarter ot 1071. An elaborate code 

of rules to regulate details was also passed. It was found not possible, 
however, to introduce all the administrative changes involved at once. The Regu¬ 
lation is a close adaptation ol the latest- British Indian enactment (Act IX of 1894), 
and it was deemed desirable to profit liy the experience gamed in the Presidency 
J ails. Air. Duthie was accordingly sent m the beginning of the current year on depu¬ 
tation to Madras and Vellore to acquaint himself with the details of prison admini¬ 
stration obtaining there. He has just returned and steps are being taken to bring 
the Regulation into full operation within the current year, A separate code of 
rules for the District Jails is also under preparation. So. practically, all the three 
Jails continued throughout the year under the old system. 

214. The total jail population of the year amounted to 1,843 including those 
remaining m confinement at its lieginmug—90 less than the strength of the pm-onur,. 
previous year. Particulars are given below:— 

1070 1071 


Remaining at the beginning of tlie year ... 080 ■ 610 

Admitted during the year . 1,253 1,233 

Total. 1,933 1,843 

Bc.dv.ct 

Released . 1,301 1,190 

Died 20 15 

Hanged 2 5 

Escaped . „ 2 

Total. 1,323 1,212 

Remaining at the end of the year. 610 631 


215. The daily strength averaged COO against 627 and 649 in 1070 and 1069 iwwMi 
respectively. ^ In the Central Jail the average strength was the same as in the past 

216. The following table shows the contribution of the chief classes of the 

population :— ««, curia,. 



















Compared -with 1070, there was a further decrease in the net profits, the 
manufactures continuing on the same limited scale. " 

The total number of men employed during the year in extramural labor 
was 1,30,993. At the usual rate of 3-1- chnckrams per head the total money 
value of the extramural labor is represented by Rs. 16,374-chs. 3-cash 8 which 
with the net earnings of the Central Jail (Rs. 4,148-chs. 22-cash 2f) aggregates 
Rs. 20,-522-chs. 22-cash 2§. Deducting this amount from the year’s total charges 
of Rs. 48,865, the net outlay is only Rs. 2S,342-chs. 5-cash 13f or Rs. 47-chs. 6 
-cash 10 per head compared with Rs. 49-chs. 15-cash 8 in the previous year. 

232. The ratio of convict officers in the Central Jail to the average sfrength 
was 6-90 as compared with 7-73 in 1070. 

233. The steps taken in this direction are dwelt upon under “ Police ” as per¬ 
taining properly to the work of that Department (para 151 supra). 

234. The building accommodation in the camping ground for the use of the 
convicts of the Central Jail duringrotbrenk of epidemics was completed during 
the year under report. 



CHAPTER 


CIVIL JUSTICE. (1890-96.) 
During the year under 


d in para 233 of the last Report-, a permanent Mimsif’s Court 

_.lam and in view of tlie comparatively ligdit work likely to 

come up, the local Pirst Class Magistrate was put in charge in addition to 
lus other duties. 

23?. Tli6 recommendations of the High Court referred to in para 234 of the 
previous Report as pending legislative sanction were carried out during the year 
on the passing of the Civil Procedure Code Amendment Regulation (II of 1070). 

(i) The amalgamation of the territorial jurisdiction of the Trivandrum Old 
and Now Munsifs’ Courts with- concurrent jurisdiction, the former being termed the 
$ Principal ’ and the latter the ‘ Additional ’ Munsifs Court. 

(ii) The amalgamation of the territorial limits of the Kottarakara and Shon- 
cottali Munsifs and the appointment of tlie latter to be an itinerant Mimsif to 

, . along enjoyed advantage, without, at the same time, disturbing the arrange¬ 
ment for itinerant assistance. Considering the generally light file of the Court, no 
separate full-time Munsif was deemed neeessa%.and, as on the Cardamom Hills, the 
local Taksildar-Magistrate was invested with the powers of a Mimsif without preju- • 

Out of the 20 Munsifs* Court 


l, only 18 were open for institution of 

.. . .... . .se of the Courts at Trivandrum and the Itinerant 

Mimsif devolving exclusively on the * Principal ’ Court. 

238. The Itinerant' Mimsif iv 
Quilon and Neyyattrakara Courts 
Kanni in the former Court and for 


in the year to work off arrears in 
.‘ked for 3 months from the 1 si 
‘ period in the latter. 


239. Taking all the Civil Courts, the aggregate number of original suits again 
reached in the year a record figure as compared with any of the preceding five 
years. It rose from 30,019 to 33,926,—an advance of 3,907 (13-01) which, 

•likewise, was the largest as between any two succeeding years in the past 
quinquennium. As the High Court observe, it is not easy to determine the cause 
of this abnormal increase. The growth of litigation has been of late a marked 
feature here-as elsewhere; and the year’s result shows this in an intensified degree. 

240. The proportion of contribution bv the Munsifs’ and District Courts 
continued practically tlife same m the pass two years, being 97T8 and 2-82 per cent 
respectively against 97‘26 and 2-74. 

The ratio of suits with reference to value of subject matter also remained, 
unaffected. In 97-36 per cent the value did not exceed Rs. 500, in 1-73 it was 
between Rs. 500 and 1,000, and as regards the rest—*91 per cent—it stood above 
Rs. 3.000, as compared with 97-42, 1-63 and -95*per cent respectively in the year 
'before. Small causes cognizable by Munsifs formed 42-40 pey cent against 42-50. 

241. Leaving out the extraordinary suit of 1070—Anantlianarayanapiiram Deva- 
som case—it is found that with the advance in the original litigation the aggre¬ 
gate value of the claims involved has risen from Rs. 30,40,600 to Rs. 34,42,53G, 
the average value, however, remaining much the same—Rs. 101-47 against 
Rs. 141-29. Taking thi-i disturbing factor also into account, there is a perceptible, 
fall in both—Rs. 34,42,536 and Rs. 101-47 against Rs. 46,58,068 and Rs. 155T7’ 







CHAPT.EE in. 


247. The original suits of 1070 and 1071 are classified and compared below 



to personalty while the remaining 634 or 16 - 23 concerned realty. Under the 
former, the increase in suits on contracts, written and oral, and on accounts stated is 
noteworthy. 

Under the latter class, most of the heads exhibit an increase. The suits 
between Proclamation Jenmies and Tenants rose by 107. 

During the year under report, as in the two preceding years, n.o suit was filed 
"under Chapter XXXYIII (Public Charities) nor any under Chapter- XXXII (Inter¬ 
pleader) of the Civil Procedure Code. As observed in the last Deport it cannot be 
tbafc no necessity exists for these provisions and it is not quite apparent why they 
have not yet fully appealed to the public. 

248. As a natural consequence of the remarkable rise in litigation, of the year 
the total number of persons concerned increased from 82,722 to 90,241 (+ 7,519). 
Their creed and sex are shown below' 








With the exception of the miscellaneous classes, the aggregate increase is 
shared by both sexes and all the creeds raising the ratio of litigants to population 
from Ito every 31 persons in 1070 to 1 to 28. The contribution by males was 1 
out of 16 and by females 1 out of 123 as compared with lout of 17 and 1 out 
of 160 respectively in the year before. 75-09 per cent of the total number were 
Hindus, 10'78 Maliomedaus, 14-00 Christians and th&'remaining *13 per cent 
consisted of other creeds. But Maliomedaus, as usual, continued the most 
litigious, Hindus and Christians ranlcing next in order. 

Males contributed 88*61 and females 11-39 percent of the litigants ag-amst 
90-40 and 9-60 per cent respectively. Of the Hindu section (75-09 per cent) 29-56 
were followers of Mitakshara while the remaining 45'53 per cent belonged to the 
Manimakkathayom system of inheritance. 

• 249. The considerable advance in the original litigation of the year shows itself 

also in the higher ratio to population,. viz,—1 suit to every 75 persons against 1 
to 85 in 1070. The Districts, taken individually, maintained their normal- relative 
positions, Trivandrum and Nagercoil being in the forefront, followed in order by 
Quilon, Alleppey and Parur. 

250. MimsifV Courts. Besides the appointment of the First Class Magistrate, 
Cardamom Hills, and of the TahsiUlar-jtfagistvate of Sheucottah as Munsifs at their 
respective stations, the onlv changes were the transfer of a second-grade. Munsif (Mr. 
M. Subramoma Pilluy, u. a.), to the Revenue Department to act as Huzur 


251. The number of working davs in the Mmisifs* Courts averaged 219 against 
221 in 1070. 


252. As part of the general advance in original litigation the 
. number of suits instituted in the Munsifs’ Courts duviug the r«r rn«* 

(18,585- regular suits + 14,385 small causes) from 2 ( .),1<)(> ( 

-I- 12,759 small causes) in the year before. 

253. The number of suits affecting real property 
though the proportion to the total file remained the i .... v , 
and 1071. Taking- the small cause file, 29*43 per cent were of the value of R.s. 10 
and under, 39*57 per cent of between Rs. 10 and Rs. 20 and in the residue 31*00 
per cent, the value ranged between Rs. 20 and the maximum limit—Rs. 30—the 

'corresponding figures in 1070 being 31-15, 40*39 and 2S‘4G per cent respectively. 


\iio r 









The value of the claims involved in the regular and small cause suits 
ted in the Munsifs’ Courts aggregated Rs. 2,223,292—Es. 2,020,221 under 
mer and Rs. 203,071 under the latter against Rs. 1,826,940 and He. 182,341 
tivelv. This gives a less average value than the previous year's viz., Rs. 67'43 
it against Rs. 68'82 -Rs. 108'70 to a regular suit and Rs. 41'12 to a small 
igainst Hs. 111-15 and Rs. 14'29 respectively. 


for disposal by the Munsrts—22,00b regular Bints ana 
compared with 34.043 in 1070—20,806 regular suits and 18,5 
showing an increase of 10-30 per cent. Of these, 32,877 suits ( 
regular suits and 14,414 small causes were disposed of or 2,628 
the last year- (30,249). The out-turn, however, fell short of the ye 
93 forming only 87'56 per cent of the total for disposal against 88 


remands &c.) 37,54! 
L 14,882 small cam 
and 13,237 small cs 


» 256. Despite the increased total out-turn in the year, the average disposal by a 

Munsif-shows a fall when distributed over the 20 Courts (including the two i ' 
full-time Courts, Devikulam and Shencottah, with a joint disposal of only 5 
being 923 regular suits and 721 small causes or 1,644 in all as against 1, 
made up of 960 regular suits and 720 small causes. Excluding these, 
average rises by 116. Each of the 20 Munsifs got through on an average, of 
contested cases 450 (314 regular suits and 136 small causes) and of real property 
suits 309, the corresponding averages for the preceding year being- 496 (353 
regular suits and 143 small causes) and 337. 



.fill' 





ns compared with only 7 in the year before. Taking contested suits, the lead was 
taken by Xeyyattinkara ns the only court with a disposal above 300 regular suits; 
whiltjm regard to small causes Ohirayinkil maintained that position. 

Regular suits formed 81 -40 per cent and small causes 96'80 "per cent of the 
entire disposal of the year under the respective classes as agaiust 83-03 and 07 98 in 
tbe year before. Comparing the several courts, the ratio of out-turn in regular suits 
ranged from 92-08 (Parur) to 70-17 (Tiruvella). Alleppey was the only other Court 
with more than 90 per cent—a result not attained by any- Court in 1070. In 
regard to small causes Shertallav lias the highest ratio (99'o8) and Devikulam the 
lowest (83-33). 


z-i8. Tlie following statement presents the work of the ilunsns during the year 
ndividnally_ 
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9n<). iivciudnig from consideration ex parte decrees the number of appealable 0" 
decrees passed by the Munsrfs amounted to 0.2r4 against U.356 m the year before- 
a decrease of 82. Appeals were actually preferred in 30-8o per cent or 1,936 cases 
against 31-31 per cent. 


Tbe results of the appeals dealt with on the merits by the District Courts, 
'during the past two years are compared, below 



260. The proportion of regular suits disposed of within 90 days increased from ^vy"' 
69-63 per cent (14-57 contested) to 72-76 per cent (13'56 contested), while in that 
of suits which took between 3 and 12 months there is nearly a corresponding 
fall. Suits kept oil for over a year also slightly declined—5-67 against 6'48. 




Contested eases formed only 33-98 per cent of regular suits disposed of against 
3678 ill 1070. The proportion of these cases delayed more than 6 months and 
one year showed a slight decrease being 811 dud 8-20 per cent respectively against 
019 and 5-81. • 

No such improvement in pendency is observable on the small cause side. 36-48 
per cent of the small cause suits were disposed of within 15 days against 85-01 in 
the previous year. But the number which remained on the files between 3 and 6 
months and of those delayed beyond six months increased by more than 50 per cent. 
These results are ascribecl to the heavy work that came up for disposal m the year. 

The marginal statement, of average pendency shows a satisfactory improve¬ 
ment on the previous year, notably 
under regular suits. 

The average duration in contest¬ 
ed suits ranged from 6 months and 
11 days (Vaikam) to .8 months and 
16 days (Neyyattinkara) against 6 
months and 11 days (TCottayam) to 
_ , 10 months and 10 days (Neyyattin- 
.!L| kara) respectively, leaving- out Devi- 
kolam with its exceptionally light file. 
The improvement in Neyyattinkara 




is apparently due to the assistance of the Itinerant Munsif who worked in 
daring-‘the year. The shortest duration, taking all classes of suits together, was 
in Chirayinkil—1 month and 9 days—and the longest 3 months in Kottayam. 

261. The large increase in the institutions of the year has shown itself 'in the 
arrears also which rose from 3,527 regular suits and 267 small causes or 3,794 in 
all to 4,203 regular suits and 468 small causes or a total of 4,671 suits. 

Padmanabhapuram, apparently as the heaviest unassisted court iu the year, 
has the largest arrears—562, Quilon coming immediately after with 492. All the 
heads of pendency show- an advance—suits of between 3 and 6 months by 208, 
and those between 6 and 12 months by 14, while the number of suits more than a 
year old lias nearly doubled itself—108. This is indeed far from satisfactory and, 
as the High Court propose to do, the serious attention of the Munsifs concerned • 
should be called to the necessity of clearing the old arrears without further delay. 

As in 1070, there was no suit among tire arrears of more’ than two years’ standing, 
i 262. There were 31,685 applications in all received during the year against 
* 29,945—which, with the arrears brought forward made up 34,113 for disposal as 
compared with 32,538 in the preceding year. Full satisfaction -was secured in 7,548 
oases—4,892 regular suits and 2,656 small causes—and partial satisfaction in 1,537 
—1,257 regular suits and 280 small causes. The number of applications which 
proved wholly infructuous slightly declined—20,837 or 61-08 per cent (13,750 
regular suits and 7,087 small causes). 1,109 applications for transfer of decrees to 
other courts were granted during the year against 1,084 in 1070. The total disposals ■ 
aggregated 20,659 iu regular suits and 10,372 in small causes or 31,031 in' all 
against 20,524 and 9,686 respectively or a total of 30,110 in the previous year, 
thus forming 91-25 per cent of the entire number for disposal. 3,082 applications 
were in actual process of execution at the close of the year against 2,428 at the 
close of 1070. 45 of the pending applications were of more than 6 months’ stand- 
mg against 56. 16 applications for immediate execution under section 252, Civil 
Procedure Code, were received during the year or 5 more than in 1070. All but 
one were granted, though immediate satisfaction was obtained only in 5 oases. 

2fi3. The average di 
ely in the pree< 


respectively 


Es. 4. 


m of applications for execution of decrees was 25 days 
. ,.nd 18 in small causes as compared with 27 and 17 
preceding year. 

The total amount realised in execution of decrees bv Munsifs aggregated 
,160 against Es. 3,93,263 in the previous year, the amounts in regular and 






Penal provisions were resorted to by 10 Courts against 8 in the previous year.” 

section 169 and did not extend "to tie imposition of fines. 26. witnesses were fined 
against, 32 in tic previous year and 66_in tie year before. Tliu largest number 
of witnesses fined (14) rras' as in the previous 2 years, in the Muvattnpuzha 
Court. No witness was fined more than Bs. 50 wliile one was so fined in the 
previous year. All the orders were scrutinised by the High Court with the result 
that the Muusifs’ orders were quashed in the case of 10 witnesses. 

208. IHslfU-t I'ourts. The pcnoiwd of the District Judges continued nnchang- r ‘ 
.ed wit.li the exception of the appointment of Mr. A. ,M. Muthnnayagom Pillay, n. a., 
js. l. High Court Vakil, to be District and Sessions Judge of Qnilon tub-pro-tem 
in the room of Mr. S. Padnmuabha Iyer sr. a. transferred to the Revenue Depart¬ 
ment as Dewan Peishear and District Magistrate. 


Mr. J . Bapeu n. A., n. r,. District and Sessions Judge, Parur, and 2nd Judges, 
Messrs. V. Harihara Ayer and K. Narayana Menon i;. a., b. j„ were confirmed in 
their respective appointments on completion of probation. 






270. The number of original suits instituted m the District Combs during tlie 
year amounted to 956 against 823 in 1070—an increase'of 16-16 per cent—the 
largest file as compared with that of any year since the enhancement of the 
pecuniary jurisdiction of the Munsifs from Its. 200 to Ks. 500 by Regulation I 
of 1057. On the other hand, appeals declined by 2-79 per cent—2,018 against 
2,070—1,030 of these being from regular decrees against 1,990. 

Forest (II of 1068) 


were 46 suits against Goven 
defendant in 15 and as joint 
suits filed in each Court:— 


disposed of during' the year 
in favour of Government an 



273. The aggregate and average vain 

siderablo fall; but under appeals these va _ e __ 

the total institutions. In 1070 and 1071 respectively, the aggregate value” of suits 
was Rs. 2,648,787 and Rfe. 1,210,244 and of appeals Rs. 306,320 and Rs. 318,696, 
while the average value mi Rs. 3,218-45 and Rs. 1,278-08 in the case of suits and 
Rs. 154 and Rs. 101-62 for appeals. The large diminution in regard to original 
suits is due to the suit of extraordinary vaLue in 1070 —in re Anauthanarayanapiu-am 
Devasom—already adverted to. Otherwise, the figures are hio-lier than last 
year’s—Rs. 1,219,244 and Rs. 1,278-08 against Rs. 1,031,319 and Rs. 1,254-68: 

274. Both on the original and appellate sides, the figures for 1071 show a 
decrease in regard to the total work for disposal as well as the actual out'-tum. 
Out of 1,326 suits and 2,514- appeals, 950 suits (71-64 per cent) and 2,125 
appeals (84-53 per cent) were disposed of as compared with 1,042 (76 23) and 
2,280 (82-82) respectively in the previous year. 










The duration of an original suit averaged only 4 months and 17 days against 
<1 months and 12 davs in 1070, The averages for contested and unoontested suits 
were 6 months and 10 days and 2 months and 14 days as against 8 months and 
days and 3 months and 2/ days respectively in 1070, 

Nagorcoil maintains its place for the shortest duration in respect of contested 
and uncontested suits separately and taken together, followed by Alleppey in all 
these respects. The longest duration for contested suits was again in Trivandrum. 

The striking reduction in the average pendency of suits especially in contested 
ca»es is viewed with satisfaction, presenting as it does a favorable contrast to the 
exceedingly poor results commented on in the previous Eeport. 

There is a satisfactory improvement in the appellate side as well. The aver¬ 
age duration of appeals from regular decrees was only 2 months and 19 days 
against 3 months and 14 davs-—the results in respect of contested and uncontested 
cases being 2 months and 20" flays and 2 months and 18 days against 3 months 
and 12 days and 3 months and 1-5 days respectively. 

Oil the appellate side also. iSfagercoil shows the shortest duration in regard 
to contested and uncontested ’regular appeals—separately and m combination. 
(Judon has the longest duration except in respect of uncontested cases. 

277. The subjoined table compares the arrears in the District Courts in 1070 
and 1071 


Hiiljj 


Thes 


in original suits at the close of the year amounted to 376—an 
excess or me number pending at its beginning By 51. The number of suits between 
1 and 2 years old increased from 21 to 28—Trivandrum exclusively contributing to 
this excess. As at, the end of 1070 there were no suits of -more than 2 years’ 
standing.. 

• In respect of appeals, however, the arrears exhibit a decrease (—84) ill all the 
Courts except Trivandrum, being 389 against 473. There was no appeal pending 
of more than a year’s standing while there were two such in the year before. 


The District Courts had for disposal during the year 173 cross objections 
inclusive of arrears against 163 in 1070. All but 17 or 166 of these were disposed 

and 3 days 


oi—m.-v DU me merits. The duration of these cases averaged 2 
against 1 mouth and 17 days. 


, 2/9. lho number of miscellaneous appeals under section 557, Civil Procedure 
Code, for disposal was the same in 1070 and 1071 viz. 117, out of which 102 were 
disposed of. Contested cases formed only 87*25 pier cent against 96T5 in 1070. 
Ill 50*56 per cent of these, the orders of the lower Courts were interfered with 
as against 38 per cent. The average duration of such appeals was 1 month and 27 





280. There were durjng the year only 11 appeals against 10 in 1070 from the 
orders of Registrars. The falling off is due to the change in the law introduced by 
Regulation I of 1070 by which the orders of Sub-Registrars are made appealabfe 
to District Registrars providing no further appeal except tlie institution of a regular 
suit in respect of the document in a Civil Court of competent jurisdiction. The 11 
appeals were received in the first quarter of the year during which the old 
Regulation continued in force. All the 16 appeals (with arrears) which came up 
for disposal were disposed of—12 on the merits, in 11 of which registration was 
ordered. The average duration of an appeal of this class was 2 months 24 days 
against 2 months and 1 day in the year previous. 

281. The following table presents in one view the work of the District Judges ) ,y 

individually:— " se ' 



Mr. Ramaehandra Row stands ahead of all the other District Judges as regards 
the disposal of the several classes of original suits whether taken separately 
or collectively, while in the matter of regular appeals Mr. Ranmlingain Iyer 
has the largest total disposal and Mr. Eapen the largest number of those disposed 
of after contest. . 

Turning to the 2nd Judges, the out-turn on the original side by Mr. Narayana. 
Menon appears considerably in excess of that of Mr. Hanhara Iyer—partly account¬ 
ed for by the latter’s appointment as District and Sessions Judge for about a month. 
With regard to appellate and miscellaneous work, “ the results exhibited by them 


The number of appealable decrees original and appellate, exclusive of those 
from orders and those falling within the scope of Regulation III of 1066, amount¬ 
ed to 554 and 1,794 against 709 and 1,955, the corresponding figures in 1070. 
825 original decrees or 58’66 per cent and 476 or 26'33 of the appellate decrees 
were appealed from, compared with 49’22 per cent and 24'81 per cent respectively. 
The rise in the ratio under original decrees is noteworthy. Leaving out 
Mr. Muthunayagom Pillai who was in charge only during the last quarter, 
Mr. Ramalingam Iyer has the smallest ratio of appeals against his decrees of both 
classes—28-85 per cent under original decrees and 16'24 per cent under appellate 
decrees. Tire largest ratio (75'00) in the matter of original decrees was in the 
case of Mr. Eapen, anrl under appellate decrees it was from those of Mr. Rama- 
chandara Rao (30-60). 


statement of the general result of the two Qmliiv,,, 
Iigh Court in 1070 and-1071 :. 











The miscellaneous petitions received comprised 8 for discharge on the score of 
insolvency, H for appointment of Receivers and 33 for review of judgments. 

287. These punitive sections appear to bo Seldom used by the Courts. In the 
year under report the Parur Court alone took action under section 1 GO fining two 
witnesses for non-appearance even after proclamation and attachment. In the pre¬ 
vious year the use was equally limited—3 witnesses having been similarly fined 
by the Allcppey Court. 

288. Tb recapitulate the leading features in the operations of the District 
Courts:— 

1. A noteworthy increase in original litigation and in the institution of suits 
affecting real property and a slight falling off in the institution of regular appeals. 

2. A marked increase hi the institution of appeals of higher value and in the 
average value of appeals. 

3. A small decrease in the entire disposal of original suits and appeals as 
also in the disposal of contested cases and those affecting real property. 

4. A very satisfactory improvement in the duration of the pendency of 
original suits and regular appeals and in their average duration. 

5. A slight increase in the average duration of the pendency of cross objec¬ 
tion?, appeals from orders and registration appeals. 

6. An unsatisfactory increase in the ratio of original and appellate decree,s of 
Distinct Judges appealed against. 

7. A regrettable falling off in the ratio of confirmation of original and 
appellate decrees of District Judges. 

8. A small increase in the arrears of original suits and in suits of more than a 
year’s standing and a corresponding reduction ill the pendency of regular appeals 
and 

9. A satisfactory increase in decrees in which full and partial satisfaction was 
obtained through courts as also in amounts realised. 

289. Sigh Court. During the second quarter of the year, the Chief Justice was 
ill charge of tliq, office of Dewaii for about a month, but no new appointment was 
made for the conduct of business in the interval, his duties in the High Court de¬ 
volving on the senior Puisne Judge—Mr Justice Kunlii Ramen Hair. 

At the end of the privilege leave granted in continuation of the annual recess 
Mr. Justice Sitaramier tendered his resignation. It was accepted with effect from 
the 24th Mithimam, and Mi - . Govinda Pillay B. a., b. l., Dewaii Peislicar and 
District Magistrate, was appointed a Puisne Judge. 

290. The High Court having had its full complement of Judges almost through¬ 
out the year, the number of sittings rose from 299 to 329. 

291. Corresponding to the decrease in the disposals of the District Courts, 
the institutions in the High Court have fallen from 865 to 826—350 first appeals 
and 476 second appeals against 380 and 485 respectively in 1070. Of these, the 
number of first and second appeals preferred from regular decrees were 325 and 
464 against 349 and 458 respectively, the rest consisting of 32 appeals from 
order-decrees and 5 first appeals against the decisions of the Division Peislicars 
under the Land Acquisition Regulation. 

292. There were 29 appeals in which Government were concerned as party 
against 23 m 1070—in 10 cases as appellant and in 19 as respondent. Out of the 
39 such appeals for disposal, 30 (including - 2 remanded) were disposed of during 
the year—27 on the merits—J 3 of these in favor of Government and 14 against. 
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293. Tlie contribution of the several Courts to the total file of appeals is ah otto 


com '“' 1 

| First appalls. 

| S.B.idaputds. | 

i:i 

pi 

u 


I 

llfl 

!|!|i 

f» 

1 

1 

i 

' if 

Hi 

fj 

1 

IP” ::: ::: 

1 


1 

*8 t 

SI 

5 



! 



Ai 



5 


The contribution was the largest in Alleppey under both classes of appeals. 
The decline in Nagercoil and Trivandrum under the two heads is noticeable. 

294. First appeals from regular decrees affecting' real property show a slight 
increase, while in those under personal property there is a perceptible fall. # In 
the matter of second appeals there is a decrease under both the heads- 
There were 5 appeals under the Land Acquisition Regulation and as in 1070 none 
under the Forest Regulation. Tho ratio of cases affecting real property shows 
an increase both in first and second appeals, being 6971 and 68:91 per cent res¬ 
pectively against 62*37 and 68*45 in the preceding year. 

295. The value of the claims involved in the first and second appeals instituted 
in the year aggregated Rs. 4,61,856 and Rs. 1,18,684 respectively as compared 
with Rs. 4,13,067 and Rs. 1,06,072 in the previous year. The average value of 
a first appeal came to nearly Rs. 1,400 and that of. a second appeal to Rs. 255 
against Rs. 1,184 and Rs. 231 respectively. Taking both appeals together, 
the value of a case averaged Rs. 781*16 against Rs. 643*29 

296. Though the institutions of the year were less numerous the total number 
that came up for disposal with arrears and re-admissions was.slightly larger 
than in 1070. There were 512 first appeals and 586 second appeals or 1 098 in 

"all as against 489 and 590 or 1,079. 80*60 or 885 cases in all—408 first 
appeals and 477 second appeals—were disposed of against 75*53 per’ cent or 
815 cases—332 first appeals and 483 second appeals. The ratio of disposals on 
the merits remained practically the same in both years—94*01 against 94.60 














In 54 of the second, appeals the original decrees of Mnnsifs were restored, 
“which singularly correspond with the number of like cases in 1070. ” 


201 or 4213 per cent of the second appeals disposed of during the year were 
preferred on facts under section 553 of the Civil Procedure Code against 212 
or 43 8 per cent in the previous year. 

298. There was almost an abnormal increase in the number of appeals under 
section 13 of the High Court Regulation (I of 1067) i. e. of the value of Ra. 2,500 and 
above heard by a Bench of three Judges. 61 cases were so heard and determined 
against 9 in the previous year—nearly 7 times as many. 

Excluding 12 cross appeals (against 2), the number ot original decrees 
challenged was 49 against 7 in 1070. All the appeals were disposed of on the 
merits with the result (in regard to the 49 appeals) that 16 were confirmed, 
20 modified and 13 reversed—the reversals including 5 cases remanded to the 
Original Courts for retrial and decision da naro. 

Of the 2 applications for review of luclgments received m the Full Bench 
cases—1 more than in 1070—one was rejected at first hearing and the other 
received towards the close of the year was pending. 


299. The following is a comparative statement of the average duration of first 
and second appeals in the High Court during the past, two years:— 
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Except in tlie case o£ second appeals disposed of otherwise than on tlio merits, 
tlie average deration exhibits a notable increase. The High Court thus explain this 


“ The increase in the sittings of a Bench of three Judges which means the 
suspension of all regular -work in Court, the heaviness of the disposal of first appeals 
during the year and the importance of the cases that came on for disposal a3 
testified to by the increase in tbe ratio of appeals affecting real property filed and 
disposed of and in the average value of the cases instituted account for the 
increase in the average duration. With regard to the duration of the cases dispos¬ 
ed of otherwise than on the merits, we have only to repeat our observation that 
they were mostly cases hotly contested at the outset but compromised or withdrawn 
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ot the yea^there were in arrear *L04 first appeals and 109 
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REGISTRATION (1895-96.) 

312. As mentioned in para 321 of the previous Report, the new Regulation—I of tim u, w 
1070—came into operation from the beginning of the second quarter of the year 
under review. The reorganisation of the department on the revised footing was, 1 "V«. ‘ 
however, completed within the year. The official designation of the head of the 
■ department was changed from “ Huzur Registrar ” to' “Director of Registra¬ 
tion ” as pt ovided in the Regulation. 

•313. During the year uneftr report a new Sub-Registry office was opened at N-„,„i,r.,r 
Kayankulmn in the Taluq of Kartikapalli and the temporary office on the Carda- 
mom. Hills was made permanent and located at Devikulam. There were thus at the 
close of the year 13 Sub-Registrar’s offices or one more than in the year previous. 

314. Taking the proportion of Registration offices to area and population, the aem 
average area to each office was 157 square miles and the average population 59,482, JSJE™! 
compared with 160 square miles and 60,898 respectively in 1070. •Thecorres- 
'ponding figures for the Madras Presidency (1894-95) are 295 and 82,938. 







315. The following table compares the number of documents presented for 
registration during 1069, 1070 and 1071:— 



The slight falling- off ('8 per cent) in the aggregate number is mainly attribut¬ 
able, the Director explains, to the change in the law in respect of sale, certificates 
issued by Civil Courts. Under the new Regulation these are no longer compulsorily 
registrable, the Courts themselves being required to forward copies of the certifi¬ 
cates to the Sub-Registrars to be filed. 

The ratio of instruments affecting immovable property remained the same 
as in 1070—98 per cent. 

.. 816. * Statement No. 41 in the Appendix exhibits the number of documents 

presented in each office during the year. Out of tile 43 offices an increase is 
noticed in 20, and a decline in the rest. The aggregate number ranged from 5,562 
(Chirayinkil) to 17 (Devikulam)—2 offices received more than 5,000, 16 upwards of 
3,000 and 4 under 1,000. Chirayinkil stands foremost also in respect of instru¬ 
ments affecting immovable property taken separately (5,413). The largest number 
under Book III (movable &c.) was in Nemom (293). 

317. The nature and value of the several kinds of documents admitted to 
registration are shown below in comparison with 1070 :— 















821. A detailed statement showing the total number and percentage of the 
documents in each office with reference to the time taken for registration will be 
found in the Appendix. 1,02,805 documents or 84’3 per cent of the total number 
admitted to registration were registered on the day of presentation, while only 1,658 
or 1-4 per cent were delayed more than a week, compared with 87 and 1 per cent 
respectively in the last year. The drop from 87 to 84 is ascribed among other 
causes, to (1) the circumstance that Sub-Registrars had often to make references 
on doubtful points in connection with the now Regulation and (2) the registration 
of very lengthy documents in several offices. Tn 27 of the 4;1 offices, the ratio of 
documents registered on the day of presentation stood above 90, while only in 7 it 


89.0. The following table details the minor operations or the department, for 



The marked falling ofi m special registration is stated to be due to the fact 
tuat me new negniation nas clone away wiou such registration. 


323. The number of cases of refusal to register was 318 or 11 more than in 



'Che casts refused on the ground ot legal mcompetency were more than double 
the number m the previous year—evidently the result ot the raising of the age of 
minority, under the new Regulation, from 10 to 18. The decline in most of tko 
other heads is noteworthy. 


•124. 4!) appeals (departmental) were preferred during the year and all but one 
were disposed of. There were 20 eases of registration ordered by the Civil Courts, 
The following gives particulars 



325. Inclusive of arrears there were 1,22,317 documents for registration against. 
1,23,312 in the year preceding. 1,21,930 of these were registered, 179 refused 

• in tolo, 72 returned to parties on application, resulting in a balance at the.close of the 
year of only 136 against 194 at its beginning, or 3 documents on an average for each 
office against 5. 63 or 40'3 percent were pending under 8 mouths, 69 or 50-7 per 
cent above 0 months. The largest number (16) remained unregistered in Muvattu- 
puzha. The Directonpoints out that the pendency of a large number of documents 
was due to causes beyond the control of the registering officers:— 

(ft) 5 were sent to the Magistrates in connection with certain enquiries 

(b) 2 were impounded by the Muvattupuzha and Alengad Sub-Registrars 
under section 31. of the Stamp Regulation and were pending disposal with 
them. 

(<-■) 107 were impounded under Section 32 of the same Regulation and were 
pending disposal with the Division Peishcars, 

{(1) 20 were pending registration owing to the non-appearance of execut¬ 
ing parties. 

(«) one remained unregistered pending the disposal of the reference made 
to the Trivandrum Division Peishoar, and 

(/) ono remained unregistered, owing to its not having been presented with 
a proper power-of-attorncy as required by the Regulation. 

326. Tim one case of false personation referred to in the previous Report as 
pending in the Trivandrum Sessions Court was disposed of during the year. Of 
the 4 persons concerned, 2 were convicted, 1 was acquitted and the fourth absconded. 
There was no prosecution in the year under section 77 of the new Regulation. 

327. Statements made before the Sub-Registrars for the transfer of revenue 
registry numbered 22,837 against 23,060 in (070. They were ail duly forwarded 
to the Taluq offices concerned. 

328. The Director made three tours during the year and inspected 26 offices. 
This is an improvement so far upon the last year. * The Director appears to have 
been detained at the Capital m connection with the framing of rules and arrange- 

t-Uc offices in their respective -jurisdictions—excepting two, Devikolam and Pat- 
tnwimthitta—paying on an average 3 visits to each office. 





lstaudiug the decline in the aggregate number of registrati 
e from Rs 2,00,496 to Rs 2,01,431. The disbursements like 
i Rs. 84,140 to 88,744. The surplus was Rs. 1,12,687 against 1 


Registry office at Kayankulam, (2) the additional establishment given 
District Registrars (3) the raising of the commission paid to Sub-Rcgistrai 
21 to 5 per cent and (4) certain minor or contingent charges. 


1070 1071 

Rs. as. p. Bs. as. p. 

To the'State „ 10 11 „ 11 8 

To the individual 1 9 „ 19 6 

330. In connection with the reorganization in pursuance df the new Regulation, 
a revised scale of salaries and establishment affecting the whole department was 
sanctioned daring the year with effect from 1072, entailing an aggregate additional 
net outlay of Rs 12,040 per annum. The scheme comprises two grades of District 
Registrars on Rs 126 and Rs 115 respectively, and four grades of Sub-Registrars 
(in lieu of the former three) with the salary raised to Ks 80, GO, 50, and 40 respec¬ 
tively. Opportunity was taken to abolish altogether the system of partial re- 


REGISTRATION OF JOINT-STOCK COMPANIES (1895-96.) 

No company was registered under the Regulation (I of 1063) during the 


MILITARY (1895-96) 


332. During the year under report Colonel Brereton vacated the command of 
the Brigade and Captain F. W. Dawson was appointed to succeed him. 

Lieut. Boome, Commanding 1st Battalion, resigned his command on retain 
from furlough, and Lieut. J. J. P. Quinn, who w as officiating, was confirmed. 

Dr. H. Campbell Perkins, who at the request of the Travaneore Government 
was selected by the Sectetary of State for India for the place of Medical Officer of 
the Brigade vacant by the death of Dr. Imies, joined Iris appointment during the 


333. At the recommendation of the Invaliding Committee, 27 mci 
gade were transferred to the pension list and 6 were discharged 
The Suhadav Major and three troopers of the Body Guard were also p 


if the Bri- 
i gratuity. 


. 384. During the year under report the usual supply of serge trousers was 
procured for the Brigade at a total cost of Rs 5,371—12—6. Clothing, saddlery 
and accoutrements were Bnppliod to the Body Guard at a cost of Rs 7,056—14_5. 


.335. The usual detachment from the Brigade was sent for duty' on the Cards- 
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The fffgi’ftgate tonnage of vessels that touched tte port of Alleppey was 
2,88,378 against 3,15,991 in 1070. There is thus a decrease again this year, being 
mostly in steamers, whose total burthen was 2,62,141 agamst 2,88,090 m 1070. 


339 Port dues collections amounted to Es 9,656 against Es 9,945 in 1070. 
The decrease via. Be 289 is due to the falling off in the tonnage of vessels. 


340. The expenditure on this head was Es 2,621 against Es 2,526 in the year 
before, being Bs 95 more than in 1070. 


lor pier toll and tramway lure amounted to Es 7,685 
and*Es 4,228 against Es 9,313 and Es 6,653 respectively in the year before. 
The expenditure was Es 3,825 and Es 2,186 against Es 2,602 and E.s 2,322. 


DESTRUCTION OF WILD ANIMALS (I895-9(>.) 

342. ’ 20 tigers and 78 cheetahs were killed during the year. The rewards 
disbursed amounted to Es 1,569 against Rs 1,445 in 1070. 

343. 13 permits were issued during the year to shoot elephants. 



CHAPTER IV. 

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 

SEASON AND RAINFALL (1895-96.) 

3-f-k The son,son was on the whole favourable for agriculture. Tlie rainfall hi 
the Southern Division though bettor than in the previous year was pot sufficient 
for the wot. crops in purely minfed areas. The lands under the irrigation system 
yielded a fair harvest. There was just enough of rain for agricultural require¬ 
ments in the Trivandrum Division. The Quilon Division, received a copious 
supply. Both wet and dry cultivation yielded a good out-turn except in the taluqs 
of Pathanapuraui and a portion of Shenkottah, where the yield of paddy crop was 
poor owing to deficient rainfall. Thesupply received in the Kottayam Division 







FORESTS (1895-96.) 


348. Mr. Bourdillon, the Conservator of Forests, having been deputed to 
inspect the teak plantations at Nelambur in Malabar about the close of November 
1895, Mr. R. B. Ferguson, Assistant Superintendent of Police, Quilon, was in 
temporary charge for nearly a month; latterly when he proceeded on furlough to 
Europe towards the end of the year, Mr. J. S. Sealy, Superintendent and Magis¬ 
trate, Cardamom Hills, acted for him from the 80th July 1896. Mr. Sanderson, 
Special Deputy Conservator, who was in charge of the survey of tracts proposed 

for reservation, fell illand died on his way to Europe abor* - :J J ’ 

A Ranger ha® been in charge of his work s' 

349. A new depot for the sale of timbe 
venience of the public. 


)S .about the middle of the year, 
s opened at Kottayam for the cc 


a till the close of 1070, 

_ _ _, he following areas were 

l ta of the Forest Regulation. 

... (Kottayam Division) ’87 acres. 

ven.(Trivandrum Division) 117-52 acres. 

Kottoor . ... ( Do. ) 36 sq. miles. 

Mookkunnimala ... ... ( Do. ) 5 do. 

The total area of reserved forests at the close of the year was 3>-6 square 
iles and 204-52 acres and the area of reserved lands 1,078£ square miles. 


351. The following is a description of the work done towards revision of 
boundaries of the forest reserves:— 

(1) The boundaries of the Veerapuly, Clamalay.and Kottoor reserves were 
revised with the result that 10, 12 and 7 miles respectively were altered and their 
final sketch maps aggregating 176 square miles were prepared, showing the origi¬ 
nal and revised boundaries and the occupied areas within them. 

(2) The western boundary of the Yerur reserve was revised, resulting in the 
exclusion of 30 out of the 120 square miles originally selected and a map prepared. 

(3) Maps of the teak plantations at Malayattur and Aryankavu were plotted 
. and computed. 

(4) A block of land lying within the Clamalav reserve was surveyed and 

plotted. . 

(5) Rough sketohes were made by reduction from the survey maps of the 
Aryankavu and Puliyara reserves, marking the areas of permanent cultivation 


(6) A survey of the laud planted with teak at Malayattur was made. 

The Pallode reserve in the Trivandrum Division was close upon, settlement 
by the Forest Settlement Officer when the year ended and the final reservation is 
expected to he declared during the current year. 

352. During the year, 3 miles of boundary between Travancoi-e and Cochin, the 
same extent around the Aohankoil village and a portion of the boundary around 
the Aryankavu reserve were cleared. The cost amounted to Rs. 13,» T per mile. 
The charges are low, but it is apprehended that no very elaborate work was done 
in connection with the boundary cutting and that a rough trace was alone made. 


353. As already observed, surveys were made of the teak plantations at 
Malayattur cleared and planted during the year covering 54-8 acres, and of the 
clearings planted with teak at Aryankavu (36 acres). No working plans wore 
drawn up for any of the forests. The engagement of a special forest officer of 
experience for this work was m contemplation when the year closed. 
















78 • CHAPTER IV. 

•359. Information furnished under this bead is scanty ^ and imperfect. Accord¬ 
ing' to the Assistant Conservator of the Northern Division,* the seeding of the more 
valuable species was very good owing to the early bursting of the monsoon. The 
Assistant Conservator of the Nagercoil Sub-Division reports that “ the drought af¬ 
fected.the seeding of Thembavu and other trees in parts of South Travaucore” 
No information is furnished with regard to the other Divisions. Mr. Bourdillon 
thinks the season was “on the whole unfavourable probably because the rain in 
July was excessive and long continued.” Tull and accurate information on the 
subject would be interesting and useful, and the Conservator win see that his fu¬ 
ture reports contain complete particulars carefully collected and collated. 

360. The total number of acres planted with teak during the year was lot) 
costing on an average Rs. 32 per acre against Rs. 36 9 in 1070. Inclusive of the 
charges of up-keep of the Alder plantations, the outlay amounted to Rs. 16,729 
against Rs. 14,192 in the year before. The total area under teak plantation up to 
the end of 1071 was 1,167-^ acres distributed thus:—Koni 730; Malayattur 289£; 
Aryankavu 148. 54'8 acres in Malayattur, 59 01 acres in Koni and 36 in Aryan- 
kavu were planted with teak during the year. Caterpillars and high flood in the 
Periyar appear to have done much damage to the plantations at Malayattur. The 
plants«m the low-lying tracts were replaced in some places by Tharabagom, a mois¬ 
ture-loving species of tree which thrives best near water. As observed in para 
348, Mi'. Bourdillon was deputed to visit the teak plantations at Nilambur to 
study the treatment of this valuable tree. He submitted a report on his return 
and a scheme for the working of our plantations is awaited. He is of opinion that 
the soil and climate of Travancore are as favorable to the growth of teak as in Ni- 


L of which Rs. 8,020 wore expended in 
1070 1071 


Buildings 
Elephant cages . 
Other works 


mment Botanist at C 
;es were discovered 
of the Forest school 


liture to allotment was 69'9 against 79'9 in 1070. 
made in the collection of botanical specimens for the 

identification to the Herbaria at Kew and Calcutta, 
otacamund and Sir D. Brandis of Germany. Several 
r hich will shortly be described and named. To the 
it Dehra Dun were sent 24 specimens of woods cbief- 
d experiments were made to test the strength of the 

ent represents the total yield from the forests :— 


363. 





Following the system adopted in the Madras Forest Department fibres re¬ 
presenting the actual yield of tile forests are given in the above table instead of 
as in former reports, those showing the quantity of timber sold by the Department 
at the different depths and under permits during the year. The quantity shown as 
vomovod by pri vate persons represents however, that covered by the permits sold, 
there being no means ot ascertaining the exact quantity actually removed from the 
lduals under such permits. The sales at the water depots 


tliero Doing no moans or ascertaining 

forest by private individuals under such permits. The sales at the water'depfoR 
liaving been unusually high at the end of 1070, a very small stock was left on 
hand when the year began. J fence the decrease shown in the foregoing table 4 
steady decline is reported m the quantity of timber removed under permits due m 
part to the refusalI to mkiio permits for the more commonly used species—Thuiaba- 
gom, Vongn anil Tliembavu--m some parts of the country, these timbers being re¬ 
quired for the Government depots recently oponed. The sale of confiscated pro- 
cluco amounted to Rs. -1,171 against Rs. 5,204 in 1070. ' r 


, The receipts are shewn below:— 



365. The expenditure for the year was Its 2,43,278 or Rs 8,241 less than in Expenditure. 
1070. A statement of particulars is given below:— 1 • 



367. 14 elephants were captured during the year cf which 4 died leaving 10 gptf 

when the*‘year closed- . 


368. The question of revising the system of accounts in the Forest Department a. 
engaged attention, but final steps wore not taken before the close of the year. 











375. The following.•statement compares tlie expenditure on the Cardamom 
Department during'tlie two years :— 



The expenditure was less than in 1070 by Rs. 42,917 due chiefly to the smaller 
disbursements on account of Kudivila and transit charges. ” • 


376. The receipts fell short of the expenditure by Rs. 7,195 which sum repre¬ 
sents the loss to Government on account of the department. 

377. As in 1070, a detachment of the Nayar Brigade was sent to the Cardamom 
• Hills to guard the crop. No cases of smuggling were reported or-detected during 

the year, but a quantity of the produce was recovered in oases detected and 
brought to trial in 1070. 

378. Six elephants of which 4 were females were captured against 3 in the 
previous year. All of them are reported to have been in good condition when the 
year closed. 

379. As anticipated in the last report, the arrangements for the abolition of 
the monopoly were completed during the year and the land-tax system was 
introduced with effect from the commencement of the current year. Under the 
new system, the ryots are allowed to appropriate to themselves the produce raised, 
subject only to the payment of a uniform assessment of 6J- Rs. an acre. This rate 

_ was fixed on a calculation of the average yield and the sale prooeeds for the past 
’ 5 years and is not higher than the poorest garden can bear’, as every average rate 
ought to be. A graduated scale of rates in due regard to the varying productive 
capacity of the holdings would be more fair to Government. But its adoption 
involves a process of classification which was considered not worthwhile to under¬ 
take in so mountainous a region, in view especially of the experimental character 
of the change. The area brought under the rate is 9,435 acres as pe r actual survey of 
the gardens. According to Mr. Sealy’s report, the ryots, one and all, are agreeable 
to the change and evince an earnest interest in its being successfully worked out. 
Rules regarding the payment and the recovery of the assessment and regulating- 
other matters connected with the new measure were passed. The working of the 
land-tax system which has been sanctioned only tentatively for five years will be 
watched with eare and interest. 
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383. The export trade of the year compares unfavorably with that of its »**>*». 
predecessor. The staples of this trade are compared in the table below for the 
last two years:— 
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Of the products of the cocoanut tree, the export trade m which represented 
nearly 47 per cent of the entire exports against 48 per cent m the previous year* 
the trade in fibre and coeoamits increased by 208 and 10'8 per cent, while the 
value of copra, cocoanut oil and coir exported declined by 19*1, 45‘8 and 60-1 per 
cent respectively. The net result was a fall of Rs. 12,52,480 as compared with 
the previous year. This is attributed to the depressed state of the oil trade at 
Cochin; and to limited produce on account of the deficient ramfall of the previous 
year. ‘ Of the other principal exports, there was an increase under dry ginger, 
jaggory, tamarind, hides and tea, while the exports in arecamits, coffee, salt-fish, 
timber, pepper and cardamoms declined by 474, 54-4, 6*7, 12*6, 5*0 and 57*3 
per cent respectively. 
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86-1 of the trade was, as usual, with British India, Next cc 
trade with which country is represented by Bs. 24,74,157 showi 
2-7 perc ent compared with 1070. Of the total imports 74'5 per o 
through British India, and deducting the imports from Ceylon (24 
consist of tobacco, the direct imports from foreign countries oi 
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391. The Budget allotment originally sanctioned for the year was Rs. 14,00,000. 
In the latter half of the year, the allotment was increased to Ks. 14,18,000. This 
was Rs. 1,78,000 in excess of the previous year’s allotment, which in itself was 
the highest since the organisation of the Department. Towards the close of the 
year, however, a sum of Es. 1,81,000 was surrendered, reducing the final grant 
to Rs. 12,37,000. This surrender was principally due to a reduction of allotment, 
for the Kotayar Project works, the prosecution of which had for a time to be 
suspended owing to an alteration in the site for the dam and the arrangement of 


392. The sum drawn including compensation paid for lands assumed was only 
Rs. 11,49,441 out of the final allotment of Rs. 12,37,000, and the expenditure J 
incurred amounted to Rs. 11,20,716 including an outlay of Rs. 53,276 on suspense 
heads. 

393. The above expenditure deducted from the final allotment leaves a balance u= 
Rs. 1,16,284, which represents a percentage of 9*40 on the latter against 6-07 "" l 
the foregoing year. The decline in the actual expenditure is rather consider- 
la; but Govemment.are confident'that under the judicious and energetic su- 
wision of jVIr. Jopp, the department, which has been strengthened and im¬ 
proved, will be able to make full use of the current year’s allotment. 


394. The 
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397. The expenditure under each head will now be briefly noticed. 


398. Under this head, the expenditure amounting to Es. 4,24,960 represents 
4774 per cent of the actual outlay on works against Rs. 4,55,322 or 45-29 per cent 
in the year 1070. It is made up of Rs. 2,71,090 on repairs and Rs. 1,53,870 on 
original works against Rs. 2,91,160 and Rs. 1,64,162 respectively in 1070.. 

399. Repairs under the head of roads consisted almost entirely of the usual 
maintenance, and cost Rs. 2,38,203 against Rs. 2,51,093. 

400. The length of cart roads maintained in the year stood at T.944 miles 
against 1,852$ miles in 1070. Of the increase of 91J miles, 29J- miles were 
actually completed and brought under maintenance, during the year the remainder 
being made up partly of planters’ roads which, though already under maintenance, 
were measured only in the year reported on, and partly of village roads transferred 
to the head of cart roads. The 1,944 miles includes 175 miles of planters’roads 
for the maintenance of which a grant is allowed by Government. 

401. The following table gives the area of each of the divisions as well*as the 
length of cart roads and the total and average cost of their maintenance in each:— 



403. The length of village roads stood at 899J against 902J miles aud tie 
average cost of their maintenance Rs. 18f against Rs. 17J. The difference is in¬ 
appreciable and due to conversion from village to cart roads. 

404. Rs. 17,378 was spent on repairs to bridges and culverts and was mostly 
utilised in renewing-wood work. The renewal of the 60'truss bridge across the 
Massappatti river on the 17th mile, Hagercoil to Balamore road, was one of the 
principal works and cost Rs. 4,311 during the year out of an estimate of Rs. 5,220. 

405. Repairs to canals absorbed Rs. 15,509 against Rs. 19,144 m the forego¬ 
ing year. The latter figure is excTusive of the cost of lighting'tke principal points 
in canals and back waters, which in the year under report has been brought under 
a separate head viz. “ Lighting.” The outlay was almost wholly confined to the 
usual maintenance. The total length of water communication maintained was 
about the same as that in the preceding year—133|-miles. 

406. On original works under the head of “ Roads, ” the expenditure amounted 
to Rs. 63,133 including traces for new roads as compared with Rs. 86,872 in 1070. 
The follo-^p; table shows the outlay distributed over the several territorial 
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421. The greater portion of the expenditure was, as will be seen from the 
above figures, absorbed by the Project works. Soon alter taking charge of the 
department, the new Chief Engineer inspected the works. He fonnd the original 
alignment and design for the dam unsuitable for the following reasons :— 

1. The centre line of the proposed clam was not at right angles to the axis of 


2. The right extremity of the dam was connected with the high ground by 
means of an earthen bauk 460 feet long and 38 feet high with 30 feet head 










9t> CHAPTER tV. 

Building as usual formed the principal item of expenditure, the works under 
the head consisting mostly of repairs and improvements to existing structures. 


4B0. .The actual expenditure on works amounting to Rs. 4,34,518 fell short 
of the previous year’s figure by Rs. 35,306 and was distributed over- the several 
executive agencies as follows:— 




Palaces ... 

Residencies . 

Courts and Cutcherries ... 
Temples ... 

Oottupuras . 

Clmttroms . 

Other Miscellaneous buildings . 











Expenditure 


,nd clearing silt in the Padmatirtam 
le the Fort, Trivandrum 


y a masonry conduit to feed the 
am tank from the Cochar, Trivandrum 
1 improving 22 other tanks used for 
nd drinking purposes in different 
le country ... ... ... . 









The number of private covers amounted to 11,77,800 against 10,08,424 in 1070. 
The offioial covers were 10,12,288 against 9,95,158. The result shows an increase 
of 1,69,376 or 14 per cent under the former and 17,070 or 2 per cent under 


441. The total collections ou private covers including transit and miscellaneous 
receipts were Rs. 55,344 against Bs. 53,886 in the previous year. 

442. The total earnings of the department including postage chargeable ou of¬ 
ficial covers amounted to Rs. 2,49,582 against Rs. 2,49,256 of the previous year. 

443. The cost of the Anehal and Transit establishments was Rs. 71,650 against 
Rs. 74;410 in the previous year. 


444. The earnings which stand to the credit of the deparment, after dednetmg 
the expenditure, are as under :— 



445. A new line was opened from Trivandrum to Kottarakaray (46 miles), and 
the branch line from Adoor to Kayancolam (33 miles) was abolished in the year. 
There were thus 834 miles of mail communication at the end of the year. 


By the opening of the new line, letters from Trivandrum to Kottayam reach 
the second day, i. e. a day earlier than before. This line also benefited the 
people of the intervening taluqs. 

446. The rate per hour in the speed of the mail, on the main and branch lilies, 
remained the same as in the previous year. 

447. Additional facilities were afforded to the publio by the introduction of a 
rate of postage of half chiickram on letters weighing )- tola and under. Newspaper 
wrappers of “similar value were also brought into use in the year. The registra¬ 
tion feo was raised from 2 to 3 ehs. 

448. There were 21.8G.650 covers for delivery, after deducting 3,378 as un¬ 
claimed ones. This, distributed among the 203 delivery peons of the department, 
gave on an average 10,771 covers for each. 

449. There were 14 prosecutions for offences against the Anehal Regulation. 
Of these 5 resulted in conviction, a were discharged and the remaining 4 were 

450. Two new Anehal buildings were completed in the year, thus making 13 in 
all. There were still 36 offices to be constructed according to the standard plan. 

451. The number of covers received and disposed of at the Dead Letter Office 
was 30,288, of which 93 covers had neither name nor address on them. 

The value of the contents of the covers opened, such as luudies, stamps &c., 
amounted to Rs. 121-j-, and these were duly returned to the senders. 

The annexed statement particularises the working of the Dead Letter Office 





452. There was no change in the number of stations during the year. 

The results of the working of the transit boat agency are compared with the 
previofis year in the following table:— 



This agency continued to be self-supporting as in the previous year. 


Arrangements were made towards the close of the year to ran cabin boats 
between Trivandrum and Quilon, as a tentative measure in place of the ordinary 
canoes. This arrangement took effect from the beginning of the current year. 

453. The Superintendent was out on circuit 53 days and inspected 45 offices 
during the year. The Inspectors also visited the Anchal offices in their ranges 
the prescribed number of times. 
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CHAPTER V. 


REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE (1895-96.) 


454. Tho items which make up this head of revenue are particularized below 
in comparison with the figures of the preceding year:— 



As observed in the last year’s administration report, there were no receipts 
under items 2 and 3. as the fishing contract at Munarabom and the tolls levied 
at the Kuzhittura bridge were both abolished from the commencement of 1071. 


The receipts from all sources excepting items 1, 6 and 10 were less than 
those of the previous year. The elimination of items 2 and 8 and the absence 
of any receipts under items 8 and 9 affected the total revenue, though items 1 and 
10 gave a large increase; , 


SALT (1895-96.) 


455. Salt was manufactured, as usual, in the local Ullams with the following 


Thamarakulam. 


Total.'.,...2,81,747* 

w a decrease of 82,666 maimds as compared with 1070. This decrease is attri¬ 
buted to heavy rainfall during the manufacturing season. 


The year’s .out-turn together wit 
stock (mauuds 4,76,722|) made a total of 
the hankshalls. Out of this, 2,31,720 m 
cated below, leaving at the close of the ye 
456. Owing to the partiality of the eo 
for Bombay salt, the issue of home-made 


the balance of the previous year’s 
',08,470 maimds available for issue to 
unds were sold during the year as indi- 
r a stock of 4,76,750 mauncls. 
snmers in the two northern Divisions 
salt to the hankshalls could not keep 


111 tillaii 







pace With the out-turn. There to however an impression that a larger sale-of 
local salt than is effected through the bsuikshalls would result, if salt is sold 
wholesale to the manufacturers, themselves at the Pans. Arrangements were there¬ 
fore made tentatively during the year to sell to the salt ryots largo quantities of 
salt at the Ullams at the monopoly price of Rs. 2 as. 13 a maraud minus the cost of 
transport to the nearest, bankslialls by land or water. With the controlling in¬ 
fluence of the Government sale depots, the retail prices cannot go beyond those 
charged by the traders who buy the commodity from those depots. The experi¬ 
ment wall be watched with interest. 

457. The quantity of Bombay salt contracted for during tin: .year was 3,40,393 
maunds or less than the previous year by 1,17,807 mamuls. Of the undelivered 
balance of 1068, 2,659 maunds were 'received in store, which together with the 
quantity delivered as per the current year’s contract made a total of 3,43,052 
maunds against 5,00,025 maunds in 1070. The balance in stock at the beginning 
of the year was 2,69,557 maunds. There was thus a total of 0,1 2,609 maunds for 
sale during the year. 

458. The sales of the two kinds of salt were as follows :— 

1070 1071 

Home salt. ... 2,17,291 2,31,720 

Bombay salt ... 3,91,727 3,89,070 

■ Total 6,0.9,018 6,20,790 

The local bait has made a further advance, due partly to the arrangement re¬ 
ferred to in para 450 and partly to the improvement, in the quality of the salt 
manufactured. 

459. The aggregate receipts from salt revenue amounted to Its. 19,32,881, or 
an increase of Rs. 35,643 as compared with 1070. 

The charges were Rs. 3,61,389 against Rs. 3,86,126 mid the proportion of 
cost to income was 187 against 20-3 per cent. 

■ The net revenue of the year was Rs. 15,71,492 against Its. 15,11,112 or 
Rs. 00,380 more than in 1070. ■ 


460. . The consumption of salt.per annum was 19-5 11k. per head of the popula¬ 
tion against 19'06 lbs. in 1070. 


STAMPS. (189.5-96.) 


461. The stamps were, as in previous years, 
paper purchased from England. 


rked 


462. The number of 
was 4,88,484 and 60,0 


stamp papers and adhesive labels pri. 


respectively in the yeai 


463. The: subjoined statement gives details of the stamn 
sold during the year. • 


md labels 




Compared with the previous year there was a decrease in the number 
(—3,890) as well as the value (—Ha. 405-11-0) of the stamps sold. The differ- 

464. The sale proceeds during the year amounted to Rs. 3,34,741-8-7 against 
Rs. 3,34,707-2-2 in the previous year. The apparent discrepancy between the former 
amount and that given in the statement above is due to the exclusion of a small 
portion of the sale proceeds of certain out-stations which were not paid into the 
Treasury before the close of the year and consequently not credited in the year’s 
account and the inclusion of a portion of the sale proceeds of 1070 which had not 
been similarly paid and credited in fcliafc year. 
















There was increased activity in the collection o£. old arrears, which has 
mainly contributed to the larger figure under this head. 

to Es 5,9ol245 1 ^ahi^ a Rs 6,14,719 or a decrease of Rs 15,474. 

482. The whole of the demand viz. Rs 47,050 was realised during the year. 

483. The total revenue under the three heads, Abkari, Opium and Bhang 
amounted to Rs 6,46,295 against Rs 6,57,064 or Rs 30,769 less than in 1070. 


CUSTOMS (1895-96.) 


484. The actual receipts from Customs amoun 
or 97 per cent from exports and Rs. 16,620 
Including the amount (Rs. 40,714) received from 
the Interportal Convention and Ri 

enuo - of $ 8 r was 


British Government under 
. 5,002 from miscellaneous items, the total 
Rs. 6,42,819 against Rs. 7,36,506 in 1070 


, v British Government a 

d loss 'of import duty consequent on the interporta 
io between exports and imports stands financially as 10 toi 




487. ‘ The subjoined st 


ad paddy 



"FINANCIAL. 


FINANCIAL (1895-96) 

I, Gross Receipts and Disbursements. 

492. Excluding the figures under debt heads, the aggregate revenue oi the 
State amounted to Rs 89,31,540 and the expenditure to Rs 81,18,461 against 
Rs 88,08,667 and Rs 82,42,544 respectively in 1070. 

Including the debt heads, the total revenue was Rs 89,58,991 against Rs 
88,22,703 or Rs 1,36,288 more, and the expenditure Rs 81,50,188 against Rs 
82,65,528 or Rs 1,15,345 less than in the previous year. 

Subtracting the gross expenditure under all heads from the income of the 
year, we have a surplus of Rs 8,08,808 against Rs 5,57,175 or Rs 2,51,633 more 
than in the preceding year. 

493. The surplus revenue of the year when added to the opening balance viz. 
Rs 89,54,513, raised the closing balance to Rs 97,63,321 distributed thus:— 

Rs 

Cash .. ... 28,81,399 

Promissory Notes ... . 63,64,762 „ 

Goods . 3,88,423 

Investments in fixed deposit 
with Messrs. Arbuthnot and 
Co. and the Cochin Branch 
of the Madras Rank ... 1,28,737 

494. The cash balance is composed of Rs 22,62,082 in the Huzur and subordi¬ 
nate treasuries, Rs 6,18,288 with Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co. of Madras as a float¬ 
ing deposit bearing interest at 4 per cent per annum, and Rs 1,029 in the Cochin 
Bank. 

495. As no investments' were made in the year, the balance in Government, 
securities at the close of the year was Rs 63,64,762, the same as at the close of 1070. 
Promissory notes for a sunf of Rs 2,30,000 have been purchased in the current 
year (1072) out of the balance of Rs 6,18,288 with the Madras bankers. Further 
investments will be made in the course of this year as opportunities occur. 

496. The balance in goods represents salt, grain &c. in the Sirkar stores and 
.other receipts in kind. The decline in goods was mainly due to a larger quantity 
of salt disposed of from the Sirkar stores than in the preceding year. 

497. The investments in. fixed deposit with Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co. and 
the Cochin Bank remained as at the close of 1070. 

498. The following is a summary of receipts and disbursements under debt 
head transactions:— 
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years past are compared in the following 


The large increase under this head resulted from the sale of Virutlii lands and of 
Government waste lands for coffee and tea cultivation. The year (1071) 
having been more favorable for agriculture thau its predecessor, the re- 


partly contribiited to augment the receipts. 
There were larger sales of salt in 1071. Hence 


Hence the increased receipts. 


There tvas no sale of stamp paper in connection with the auction sale of Abkary 
farms this year as the triennial lease of the farms was settled in the previous 
year. This accounts for the difference. 

Following the Madras system a sum of Rs. 13,268 being the interest on arrears 
of revenue under this head, lias boon included under the major head 
* Interest.’ The decrease is therefore merely nominal. 

The decrease in the receipts from this source is chiefly due to a large falling off 
in the export trade of the country in copra; cocoaimt oil, pepper, coir, areca- 
’urt and timber. 




m d» larger sale of Jaffna tobacco. 


Tlie Sg s 32 candies and 55 lbs. agah 
large falling off in the receipts. 

The stock of teak in the water dep&ts in the previous year 
close of that year. This accounts for the higher receipts 


cleared off by the 


se is slight and calls for nc 


The fall in the i 




pagodas in the State account? 


The very slight decrease under this head calls for no special remark. 
The larger sale of Anchal stamps resulted in the increase under this hes 
•The small decrease calls for no remark. 

The better revenue is due to an increase in .institution, petition and proc 


: The absence of any exceptional cause of increase such as the crediting in Govor 
ment accounts of the Police Superannuation Fund, which was :done h 
year, accounts for the decrease under this head. 

1- The smaller revenue is due to the falling off in the receipts from pier dues a: 
1 • tramway hire at the port of Alleppey, owing to the depression of trade. . 






Explanatory re 


le amount that had to be recovered on account of 
military guard detailed for duty to the Thirumali 
for the past few years was realized and credited h 


The larger sale of the Government Gazette resulted in the i 

The higher receipts in 1070 ware due to the interest for 
Sirk'ar Promissory notes due in 1069 as well as the an 
reduction of interest being received and credited to a 
The absence of these accounts for the decrease. 


,e decrease is mainly due to the abolition, from the commencement 
the fishing contract at Munambaro and the tolls levied a 
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As there was no failure of crop, no purchase of paddy for the use of the State 
institutions was made as in the previous year. This accounts for the 
decrease of Rs. 10,779 under this head. 

The explanation noted under the above item and the greater economy enforced 
in. the management of the institutions contributed to the decrease m the 

The decrease hardly calls for explanation. 

The salaries of the public servants attached to the Trivandrum Residency used 
to be included under this head. These have been from the commencement 
of the year under report transferred to the major head ‘ Miuur Departments. 
This explains the difference in the charges. 

The slight increase calls for no remark. 

.Increased establishments ill view of expancU 


* of these departments 


_„ _„ 0 ____ yore not purchased t 

only in alternate years. The contra.. - 

lower than in the preceding year. These account for the decrease m tl 
charges. 


The p2 v __... . r - v - 

Abkary farm than in the previous year ac 

The slight decrease calls for no particular notice. 

The trifling variation needs no explanation. 


The decrease under this head is cliiefly due to the sma 
than in the preceding year. 

£be decrease calls for no notice. 

The small decrease needs no remark. 
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Explanatory remarks. 


The trifling decrease calls for no particular notice. 


The higher charges are due to (1) tile increase of pay given to one of the Zillah 
Judges, (2) the increase of pay granted to the Sherastadar, Manager and Head 
translator of the High Court and (3) the entertainment of hands for the new 
Munsif s Court at Devieolnm. 


The decrease is due to 




iditnre incurred in the purchase of ri 


Two of the .Assistant, Superintendents of Police had an increase of 50 Ks. each to 
their pay. The purchase of furniture cost Hs. 2,000 more than in the ' 
preceding year. These would have raised the expenditure had they not 
keen neutralized by the omission from the charges of Ks. 12,000 being the 
amount of stoppages and deductions of the Police employes in the year. 
Such amounts used to be added to the Superannuation Fund in previous 
years. The decrease of Es. 6,126 in the expenditure is the net result. 


The slight increase calls for no particular notice. 

An increase of Es. 100 was made to the pay of Dr. Mitchell, Principal of the 
College. Increments to salaries were given to some of the masters of the 
College, High School and of the High School for Gills, as per sanctioned 
scale. The High Schdol for Girls was strengthened hy the entertainment of » 
few additional teachers. The salaries of a few of the masters in the District 
schools were also increased. For these reasons the expenditure showed an 
increase of Ks. 9,481. ' • 

The Vaccination Department involving anxmnual outlay of Ks. IV,957 which used 
to be included iu this item was, from the beginning of 1071, amalgamated 
with the major head “ Sanitation, Vaccination and Vital Statistics.” The. 
payment made for medical stores obtained during the year was less than m 
the preceding year. Hence the decrease. 


From the commencement of the year under report the Vaccination Department, 
which hitherto used to be included in ‘Medical’ was transferred to this 
major head. The appointment of a Sanitary Commissioner and staff made 
in the previous year had its efflect in this year. The vaccination and the 
rural conservancy establishments were considerably strengthened. These 
chiefly contributed to the increased charges under this head. 

The expenses connected with the purchase of boat cloaks and trousers incurred 
in the preceding year did not recur. This explains the decrease in the 
charge?. 

The absence of expenditure such as the purchase of horses and saddlery which 
was incurred last year accounts for the decrease under this head. 

The increase calls for no particular notioe. 







Expltr 


nstration.’ From the 
in transferred to this 


est to the Paper Mills Company at Punalore 
r report. As no Government Papor vas 
am had to be paid on that account as in 1070. 
s decrease under this head. 


)-heads (ft), (6), (»), and (d) under major'head 66 ami 
extraordinary charges meurred m 1070, diet not reci 
report . The remaining sub-heads (e) and (/) under mi 















CHAPTER VI 


VITAL STATISTICS, VACCINATION AND 
MEDICAL SERVICES. 

SANITARY STATISTICS—GENERAL (1895-96.) 

512. The special department of Sanitation, Vital Statistics and Vaccination, 
referred to in paras 544 and 545 of the last year’s report, commenced its work 
from the opening of the year. The department had charge of vaccination 
throughout the State and was also responsible for sanitation and the recordation of 
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was 2,333 against 2,192 in 1070. Of the former, 1,571 or 67 3 per cent were 



. 532. The Sanitary Commissioner was on circuit 81 days during the year and 
visited several rural areas in connection with sanitation and vital statistics and 
inspected the work of the vaccinators in 86 stations. He also-inspected, under 
special orders from .Government, 9 hospitals and dispensaries. The District 
sanitary officers spent on an average 224 days in camp. Out of 1,09,283 vaccina¬ 
tions performed during the year, 25,869 or 23 59 per cent were verified with the 
result that 16,964 or 78-49 per cent were found successful. The District Sanitary 
Officer of Vaikam alone vaccinated 267 persons-. 3,990 operations were performed 
hy vaccinators in the presence of the inspecting officers. 


533. The total cost of the Sanitary Commissioner’s Department (which: 
vital statistics, rural sanitation and vaccination) was fig 32,933 against Ks 
the aggregate expenditure under these items in the previous year. 


dudes 

7,241, 





GENERAL SANITATION AND CONSERVANCY (1805-90.) 

534. Excepting the principal towns, Trivandrum, Nagercoil, Quilon, Alleppey 
and Kottayam wliich were administered by Committees appointed under Regulation 
II of 1069, tlie Sanitary Commissioner was in charge of general sanitation and 
conservancy throughout the State. The local revenue and magisterial officers, 
though relieved of administrative control over the conservancy establishments main¬ 
tained in the urban and rural areas within their jurisdiction, were required to take 
a responsible interest in, and exercise some scrutiny over, the working of the local 
conservancy staffs. The testimony which the Sanitary Commissioner bears to the 
hearty co-operation of these officers is noted with satisfaction. 

535. The conservancy establishments were considerably improved and enlarged 
during the year. The number of stations and the strength of the conservancy staffs 
including overseers, peons and sweepers at the beginning of the year were 32 and 
235 ; and at the close of the year they stood at 39 and 382 respectively. Of the 
39 stations, 12 are in the Padinanabhapurom Division, 8 in Trivandrum, 10 in 
Quilon and 9 in Kottayam. The cost of the establishments in all these stations 

536. The Sanitary Commissioner appears to have collected during the jreai* a 
great deal of information regarding the several markets, fairs and festivals through¬ 
out the State, in view to formulate definite schemes for their regulation and control 
for sanitary purposes. His report is awaited. Arrangements were made during 
the year to give overseers in charge of conservancy stations a training in vaccination. 

Towns rxriRU Town Ijiprovbmbxt Committees. 

5.37. The live most important towns namely, Trivandrum, Nagercoil, Quilon, Town* .under 
Alleppey and Kottayam continued to be under the management of Committees Comm,t e *“ 
constituted under the Towns Improvement and Conservancy Regulation (II of 
1069). 

538. The constitution and strength of the several Committees remained the same ooiupoutiou 
as in the preceding year. The personnel, however, underwent some change conse- 
quent on the transfer and resignation of a few of the official, and the death of two 
non-official, members. The following statement exhibits the composition and 
strength of tlie several Committees:— 
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539. The working staffs allowed to some of the mofussil Committees were Establishment 
slightly increased during the year in view of their extended operations, but the 
establishments in other respects remained the same as in 1070. 


The subjoined statement gives details:— 











Tlie low percentage of convictions secured m Trivandrum calls for serious 
notice. Tlie Committee attribute this to the delay in placing tlie offenders before 
the Magistrates, due to the provision of the law which vests in the Committee, 
iii3tead°of in the President, tlie power of ordering prosecutions in certain cases, and 
to the consequent possible effacement of evidence. With due care on the part, 
of the reporting officers in noting down the names of witnesses and the circum¬ 
stances connected with the commission of the offence and proper discretion 
exercised by the sanctioning authority in eliminating oases of weak or doubtful 
evidence, better results could well be secured. The higher percentage in the 
mofussil towns points to the same conclusion. 


545. The following statement compares tlie expenditure on account of the . 
several Committees for 1071 with that of 1070:— 
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MEDICAL RELIEF (1895-96.) 


547. The Durbar Physician was absei 
the year, and the Medical Officer of the 
during that period. 


mt on three months’ privilege leave durmg- 
Nayar Brigade was in charge of his duties 


The tenure of office of the Durbar Physician was fixed at live years by the 
Madras Government. 


Assistant Surgeon X. Subramanya Aiyer M. A., hi. B. and C. M., was relieved 
from the Medical Department at the beginning of the year under report on his 
appointment as Sanitary Commissioner. 

Assistant Surgeon M. J. Carvalho, Medical Storekeeper, and First class Assis¬ 
tant- Apothecary S. E. De Demos died during the year. 

Two graduates of the Madras University were, entertained during the year, 
one of whom resigned. 

three Hospital Assistants educated in the Madras Medical College wore taken 
on. This grade of men was included for the first, time in the strength of the de¬ 
partment, One of them left the Medical for the Sanitary department. 


In connection with the proposed Women and Children’s Hospital at Tri’ 
drum, three lady apothecaries were entertained as assistant apothecaries, 
of them was a student sent to Madras with a special scholarship by this Gov 
ment, and the other two were Travancore Dufferin scholars. One of the Dufferin 
scholars was permitted at her request to remain at Madras after entertainment 
to undergo a post-collegiate course for six months. The services of these assistant 
apothecaries were utilised shorthy after the year closed on the arrival of the Lady 
Doctor, Miss Yardley, in connection with the Women and Children’s Dispensary 


The Durbar Physician proposed a scheme for the re-organisation of the de¬ 
partment, under which the number of apothecaries was slightly increased and the 
addition of 12 hospital assistants was provided for. This was sanctioned. 

Two additional clerks were also sanctioned for the Durbar Physician’s Office. 

548. Excluding the Durbar Physician, there were 54 medical men on the 
strength at the end of the year. They consisted of 4 Assistant Surgeons, 2 Senior 
Apothecaries, 9 Apothecaries, 4 first class and 33 second class Assistant Apothe¬ 
caries and 2 Hospital Assistants. There were also 2/ compounders. 2 matrons for 
the Maternity Hospitals, 21 licensed midwives and 35 sick nurses in the depart- 


549. One new institution was opened or rather revived during the year, viz. the 
Dispensary at the Fort Palace of the Elaya Rajah. No new institutions were open¬ 
ed in the country, as it was found desirable to encourage private medical institu¬ 
tions by grants-in-aid. The system will be dwelt upon later. 

550. There were at the close of the year, besides the special institutions, viz: 
the Lunatic Asylum, the Central hail Hospital, and the Maternity Hospitals at 
Quilon and Trivandrum, 16 hospitals and 19 dispensaries or 35 institutions in all 
in the State. With reference to the Resident’s remark in para 78 of die review of the 
Administration Report for 1070, in regard to the classification of these institutions, 
it may be explained that all dispensaries (except the Palace Dispensaries) from time 
to time take in and feed police eases and paupers found lying on the public road, and 
(during epidemics of cholera and small pox) patients suffering from those diseases. 
So far they partake of the character of hospitals; but no other classes of patients 
are taken in and no permanent arrangement is provided for in-patients. 


|Ji; 














The average daily strength during the year was 91 ‘8. 

565. There were 7 criminal lunatics during the year inclusive of 4 fresh admis¬ 
sions. Of these, two were discharged, leaving 5 remaining at the close of the 
year. There was but slight improvement in the mortality, 21 having died ns 
compared with 24 in the previous year. 

The Durbar Physician states that every precaution was taken to reduce the 
death-rate. The causes o! death are as follows 

Fever 1 

Dysentery 1 

Diarrhoea ... ... 4 

Jaundice 1 

Phthisis 1 

Paralysis 2 

Dicer of the intestines ... 1 

Bright’s disease . 3 

General Dropsy . 3 

General Debility . 3 

Old age with Diarrhoea ... 3 

Total. 21 

The following table gives the number of deaths according to the period of 
residence in the Asylum :— \ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

INSTRUCTION. 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT (1895-96.) 
General Statistics. 


584. Tie subjoined table gives the number and strength of the educational in¬ 
stitutions of each class at the end of the year 1071, as compared with the corres¬ 
ponding figures for 1070. As explained in previous reports, the classification 
adopted is that prescribed in the Travancore Educational Buies. 
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585. During the year, tlie total number of schools increased from 2,816 to 3,835; 
while the total strength rose from 1,31,294 to 1,56,530. The increase in schools has 






more backward classes; the withdrawal of grants from inefficiently conducted aid¬ 
ed schools and the sanctioning of grants to those conducted in accordance with the 
new code: and, lastly, the influence of the Educational Rules, and the reorganized 
system of inspection and administration introduced two and a half years ago. 
The last mentioned cause has operated most powerfully not only as a stimulus to 
managers and teachers in matters reluting to organization and efficiency, but also 
lias led tlic public to take a greater interest and share in tho woliare of educational 
institutions generally. In this connection, it may hi: mentioned that Government 
have under consideration a scheme whereby the administrative system in education 
might be brought into closer touch with the public, and educational interests and 
requirements of specified districts duly developed, by organized co-operation, 
on the part of local Boards to be created for the purpose. 

594. The following tabular statement indicates llio manner in which institutions 
of different grades are distributed amongst the various tahiqs:— 



















(302. With regard to the proportion of the total population under instruction 
1 the different tahiqs. Invandrmn. Ivottavam, 1'ovala. Qmlon. and Isevyattmkarn 


stand highest: whilst, as was the case last rear. Muvattiipuzha. kunathanad. 
Alcngad, Thol j ,dn dKntl doet Btf c t gl 11 

observe that in these most backward taluqs. m which the local conditions render the 
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EDUCATIONAL DEPAUTMEXT. 


Compared with those of the previous year, it will be noted that the represen¬ 
tation of all classes has numerically increased, except in Hie case of vakils... With 
regard to the proportionate i qn< sent ition, that of land owners and agriculturists 
increased whilst all the others decreased. 

liU The pupils under each class are distributed as below among institutions 
of different grades and under different management 



615. The information given above has not been tabulated in previous reports 
and hence no comparative statement, can be given. 'The 'plain results may, however, 
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629. With regal'd to t7ie work done by the Inspector.?, Mr. Krishna Pillay in 
the Northern Range inspected the largest number of schools, made the largest 
number of visits of inspection, and spent the greatest number of days on circuit. 
That the number of miles travelled by the Inspector in charge of the Southern 
Range was least of the three is due to the fact that the Southern Range is more 
compact, and the population, as a rule, less scattered. 

630. The amount of work performed by the different Assistant Inspectors 
was very unequal. How far this is due to the relative situation of the scMjls in 
then' districts is not clear. The Inspectors have been instructed to exercise greater 
■vigilance in the supervision of the work of the subordinate inspecting staff. 

Ooli.eoiatk Education—Giwjsral. 

631. The number of Arts Colleges returned for the year 1071 was 4, being 
one more than in 1070. Of these, the Holy Angels’ Convent College was 
not a recognized institution. They total strength was 223 as compared with 169 
in the previous year. One institution was under Government;, the others under 
private management. 

632. Arts Colleges—Uowmaeitt. The strength of H. H. -the Maha Raja's 
College, Trivandrum increased from 123 to 143 during the year. The average 
attendance shewed improvement, being 85 por cent. During the last four months, 
of the year, the Principal was on leave, and Mr. C. S. Boyle acted; M. Muthurafna- 
Imgain Pillai was appointed Tamil Pandit in succession to V. Ganapati PiBai 

* who died. A librarian was appointed during the year. ; c : ’ A - ' 

n 633. For the First in Arts Examination 27 candidates appeared and 15 passed. 
For\ihe English Language Branch of the B. A. degTeo examination 28 -were 
md 18 passed, X being in the second, and 10 in the third class. Iu 







the Second Language Branch, all the 21 candidates who appeared wnv >ikvc>-9u ; 
For the Science Brand), w students appeared and 18 passed. Of tlu-s>- p S: < M ><l 
- in Philosophy (2 second class, -3 third class) « m Advanced Chemistry i:» .ml 
class), and o m Mathematics (2 second class and 3 third class}. The rx-umiimnou 

024. The College Council met on three occasions dunns? the veur. 1 lu* lahi-:r,- v 
received further additions during the year and now contains 3,1)11 volumes. Un¬ 
usual scholarships and prizes were awarded. The expenditure on salaries and 
contingencies amounted to fU. 41,009-17-8; on buildings, furniture ami repairs 
Rs. 1,701-9-0; total Rs. 43,310-26-8. The income from fees amounted to 
Rs. 6,411-0-0. The net cost to Government was tints Rs. 3b.8'.Hi-2ti-3, hemi? 
Rs. 3,853-1-12 move than m the previous vear, and being at rhf mtc of 
Rs. 258-1-4 for each student per annum. 

635.' Arts Colleges — Hrimtc. L'he Nagercoil Christian College had Id students 
on its rolls at the end of the year. 1J candidates appeared tor the F. A. bxa- 
mination, of whom 5 passed. The C. M. b. College, Kottayam, increased m 
strength from 30 to 36. 11 candidates appeared for the F. A. Examination am! 

036. Law College — Ooeiu-mnait. The strength of the Law College at the end 
of the year was 113, being-1 less than the number for the previous year. In the 
.Senior B. L. class, there were 11 students; in the -Tumor class 25, and in the 
Pleadevship class 77. 

037. Mr. A. M. Muthunayagom Pillai n. a. & b. l. } Senior Professor, having 
been appointed District Judge at Quilon, his appointment was eonfeirod on 
Mr. R. Virara-ghava Iyengar b. a. & c. l., first Junior Professor. Mr. R. Ananda 
Rao.B. a. & b. L., second Junior Professor, succeeded him; and the second Junior 
Professorship was filled by th*e appointment of Mr. K. G. Sesha Iyer, r. a. & k. t.. 

638. For the First Examination in Law, May 1896, 3-5 students appeared and 
9 passed, a -result considerably better than in the other institutions of similar 
grade. The failures in this examination were chiefly in Jurisprudence. For the 
B. L. examination, January 1896, 6 students were presented but none passed. 
This result is disappointing, but judging from the small percentage* obtained m 


639. The College Council met four times during the year. A number of useful 
law. books was added to the Library. The expenditure during the year upon 
salaries and contingencies amounted to Rs. 6,485-1-7 and the income, from foes 
was Rs. 7,454-7-0. The balance in favour of Government was thus Rs. 969-5-9. 

. > : * School Edi;(:atiu.x—Gexjsrai.. 


fhujlhh S 




640. The number of English Schools returned for 1071 w 
with 81 for 1070. Including 1,289 girls, their total strength was 10,226 against 
8,819 in the previous year. 1 The number of pupils studying in English schools, not 
including those who study English in Vernacular or Anglo-Vernacular Schools, 
hffii risen considerably in recent years. The increase is almost Kit.) per cent during 
- the 'past four years. 














EPUOA’ffONAI. DEPAllTM ENT. 


The’numbers on the registers increased during the year from 1,21,853 to 
1,45,600; i. <\ by 23,741., The increase in scholars has been co-extonsive with 
that in schools, for while schools have risen m numbers by 187 per cent, scholars 
have risen by 19-5 per cent. It may be stated that approximately 93 percent 
of those under instruction m Travail core are studying in Vernacular schools. 
This proportion is much greater than has been the case in recent years. It is not 
of course duo to English education having been retarded in any way, lufc to the 
enormous advances which have been made in Primary Vernacular education. 


670. The progress which the schools under the three different managing 
agencies have made during the year is shewn in the following table. 



077. Government schools hare increased by 52 in number and by 7,511 in 
strength. In point of average strength per school there has in recent years been 
very eonsiderble improvement among Government Vernacular schools. Comparing 
the figures given above with tho^e for the year 1,067 when the number of 
Government Vernacular schools was 242 and their strength 17,350, it will be seen 
that in 1067 the strength of each Vernacular school .was ou the average 72, 
whereas for the year uuder review it was 93. This points to the increasing 
usefulness of these schools. 

As was to be expected, the number of Vernacular schools receiving grants 
declined still further during the yen-, in all cases the schools which have 
disappeared from the aided list luve been those working under the former 
grant-in-aid rules, and in the majority of these the grant has been withdrawn ^on 

of grants so withdrawn during the year was 133. The number sanctioned under 
the new Rules and Code was 21. During the current year, all grants under the 
former rules will lapse, and will only be repla-ed by new grants m the case of ^ 
those schools which satisfy tho conditions of the Code of 1070. 

The very considerable increase among private unaided Vernacular schools 
is'acc muted for by the withdrawal of grants formerly given to .aided schools 
and their inclusion among private unaided schools; the opening of new schools, 
many with a view to obtaining grants under the Code of 1070, and lastly by tho 
continued activity of the inspecting staff in obtain mg a more complete registration 
of schools of all kinds. 

■678- The number and strength of the schools of the three different grades Niunbor^ 
are given in the following table, together with the corresponding figures lor the schools of 
previous year. 




While there Isas been no increase in the highest grade, Middle and Primary 
schools have risen considerably in numbers. The inorefoso in Middle schools is 
most satisfactory as shewing a rise in tire standard ot Veraaoulnr hdiication. 
More especially'is this so Hying regard to the rigorous classification rcqmred 
in the Educational Rules of 1070, which had at first the ottcot ot a considerable 
reduction in tire number of scliools previously supposed to belong to this grade. 


Hotter i. 679- Tho numhcv mulct' instruction in (lie (lillei'ont clnsseK ol Vernacular 
schools is given in the following tabic, the results being compared wil.li those 
of the previous year. 



Although ihe figures are nearly the same ior both vcni.--, \et thi.-u^ tile Mgm% 

for the'year under review a smaller pommtago in tho infant, class and a higher 
percentage in class I. With regard to this matter, nHemion to which was called 
in last year’s report., it may bo mention oil that the schools in the Northern Range 
shew a more nearly eqiml proportion of pupils in the three lowest, classes than 
is the caso in. either the Central or Southern ltangos. This is true as regards 
both boys and girls. Improvements in this respect, (luring tho year are. most 
noticeable in Government schools, the promotion in these being more carefully 
can-ltd out ihan in aided or unaided institutions. 


080. It may be noted that 97 7 percent of ilia pupils arc in the Primary 
school stages of education, 2-2 in the Middle school and O' L in the High school 
stage. The corresponding numbers for the previous year wore 98T, PH, and 0*3. 
It i< hoped that before long the signs of progress, which indicate that a higher 
standard of education is being imparted io a larger proportion of scholars, will 
become more evident. 


venacoiK 681. Vernacular ff-irjh Schools, Goomwmnt. Tho three institutions of this class 
nigh school*., ^turned for 1071 were the same as those detailed in last year’s report. Their 
combined strength rose during the year from 077 to 911. 

The Soochindrara Boys School remained nearly stationary in strength owing:to 
want of additional accommodation. 27 pupils appeared for the Vernacular Element¬ 
ary examination and 16 passed. The Chalay feoys’ school, Trivandrum, increased 
considerably during the year, the strength being 32 i as compared with 239 in the 
previous year. In the \ crnacular Elementary examination the results wore very 
good, all the 8 candidates having passed. At the Vernacular High School for 
Girls, Trivandrum, the attendance increased from 197 to 34-1. It was found that 
the new building provided last year for the school was not sufficiently commodious, • 
and steps were being taken to have it enlarged. The working of the school wj» 
improved in several respects during the year by a re-organisation of the staff and tho 
separation of the Normal' School, hitherto forming part of tho school, as a distinct 
inst’tution. The results obtained at the Vernacular Elementary examination were 
below the average, only 0 of the 1.9 candidates .having been 'successful. 

082i The amount expended on Vernacular High Schools under Government 
management amounted to Its 9,574-24-13. The fee income amounted'to Hs82'2-16-0. 
Tho net cost, -to Government was thus at tho rate of Rs 9-10-3 per pupil No fees 
ary levied in Girls’ scliools and tho above expenditure includes the cost of echolar- 
ships in' the two highest classes ot the Vermicular High School for girls*- 





Trivandrum. In the two boys’ schools tie foe income amounted to 2d per cent 
of the expenditure and the cost per pupil was Rs 4-15-12. 

OKo. There were during the year no Vernacular High Schools other than those 
under Government management. 


b Wits 70, as compared until 50 in the previous 
tated tliill the fall in the numbers of thest 
\v curriculum introduced during the year lino 
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(185. In the last report it was stated that, generally, there is one Vernacular Go¬ 
vernment Middle School in each taint] and that the only exceptions wore .Tovala. 
(ill which there is already a large number of aided Middle Schools), Pattimapuram, 
Kunnatur and Alongad. During the year, Middle Schools were provided for the 
second mul the fourth of these toJnqs.' 'I ho only taluq.x which, up to the end of the. 
year under review-, lmd no Vernacular Middle Schools for girls were Tovala, Eraniel, 
Medumangad, Kminattur, Kottayam, Mcenaehel, Thodupualiaand Alengad. During 
tlio year, a'l tlm taluqs in the Northern Range, excepting the last four named above 
wore provided with Middle Schools for girls. The progress made in this direction 

686. The average attendance at these schools is generally lower than ought, 
.to be the case, although there are indications that in the bet’er class of schools 

there has boon some improvement during the year. The average attendance at 
girls’ schools continues, as hitherto, to be low, but there has been very great im¬ 
provement in this respect in the Central Ranee. During the year 399 candidates 
from the Government Vernacular Middle Schools appeared for the Vernacular 
Elementary Examination. Of these 213 or 53-4 per cent passed. The schools 
shewing tlio best results wore Mavelikaray and Thivuvellah. 

687. The expenditure on Government Vernacular Middle Schools was Rs 
42,427-6-15 and the fee income was Rs 7,866-24-10. The net cost to Government, 
was thus'Rs 34,566-10-5 or at the rate of Ks 3-15-7 per pupil. In boys’ schools 
the fee income amounted to 22 per cent of the expenditure and the cost per pupil 
was Rs 3-24-1. 

688. Vernacular Middle School*, Aided. The number of schools of this class rose 

f?om 41 to 69 and the tot.,1.strength from 2,408 to 3,857. What has been sta-ed 
above with regard to the reduction in nnmbers of Government Vernacular Middle 
Schools ill 1070 and their increase in 1071 also applies to these schools. The. 
ntimbef of schools for girls fell during the year from 7 to 4, chiefly due to a reduction 
in standard. Nearly all the schools of this class were in the .Southern Range, there 
being only 6 in the Central and 3 in the Northern Ranges. The average attendance 
at those schools continued to be unsatisfactory during the year.- It cannot be 
expect, d to improve until they come trader the provisions of the new Rules and 
Gotle- The only aided Vernacular Middle School which presented candidates for 
the Vermiou’av Elementary examination was the Fuunapur.sim school, Trivandrum, 
from which 13 appeared and 6 passed. ‘ ; 

si-'"' '. The total grant to these schools during the year was Rs 4,079-18-15 or at 
theifate.of Rs 1-1-12 per pupil. 

' Vernacular Middle School*, Unaided. The number of schools returned-as 
: ol-Hfrifr.class Was 9, as compared with 6 in iho previous year. Their total strength. 
























723. The conduct of the boys was fairly : 
raents inflicted was 80, chiefly for petty ofl 

724. No licence under § 14 of the Rofo 

725. Towards the end of the year the 
the 3rd class laboring prisoners according 
The health of the boys was uniformly good. 

726. 12 additional cubicles were under oi 

727. The Committee of Visitors held 5 ,, 
visits paid by the members against 4 nicotine 
acknowledge with thanks the services ot tin- 

728. The cost on account ot salaries am 
of which Its. 306-18-12 were spent on l-atm 
of buildings, furniture and repairs, Rs. G56—v 

The total expenditure thus amounted 
receipt, of Rs. 7 by way of sale proceeds, tl 


y. The number of punisli- 



mtingencies was hits. 1,719-23-2, 
clothing and bedding. By way 
were expended. 

Rs. 2,375-23-2. Deducting the 
cost was Rs. 2,368-23-2. 


PUBLIC LECTURE COMMITTEE (1895-116.) 

729. In the year under report, two additional members, Messrs, H. If. Vykun- 
ta-m Aiyev is. A., e. c. u. and N. Soobiamoney Aiyer ji. a., si. it., r. si. were added 
to the "Committee. Instead of having single lectures on different subjects, 
the Committee arranged for several series of loctnres on selected branches of 
science and literature, and additional funds were allotted for the purpose. 

730. The uumber of meetings was the same as in 1070 viz. 9. The average 
number of members in attendance was however low.' 10 lectures wore delivered 
as against 10 in 1070 and all were in English. 6 of these wore historical, 3 astro¬ 
nomical, 3 biological and 4 were on matters relating to sanitation. A list of the 
subjects is given in the appendix. 

731. As honoraria the total amount paid was Rs. 1,1 DB-22-4, inclusive of 
contingencies. Tho total cost to Government was therefore less than that of the 
previous year by Rs. 241-5-12. 

732. While acknowledging with thanks tho services rendered by the Com¬ 
mittee, Government should be glad to notice an increased attendance of members 
at the meetings. 


THE MUSEUM AND PUBLIC GARDENS (1895-90.) 


733. During the year under 
on three months’ privilege leave, 
in charge of the Museum and Pu 
Overseer McQue, having b( 


he Secretary, Mr. Ferguso 
which Mr. Tngleliy the Supe: 


734. Including a supplemental grant of Rs. 610-20-0, the sanctioned allotment, 
for the year was Us. 30,610-20-0. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 28,321-5-3 
viz. Public Gardens Rs. 13,259-21-13Zoological Department Rs. 9,652-19-15, 
Museum Rs. 5,408-19-7. 


Deducting the amount recovered from fines, sales &e., t-lio actual cost to 
Government was Rs. 27,365-26-9 against Rs. 30,977-11-14 in 1070. 



73-5. By means of a reserve fire-engine belonging: to the Public Works 
Department, water is puiitped up from the lake in the Lower Gardens directly 
into the stone cisterns placed in the nursery and other elvated parts of the Gardeus. 
The watering was thus easily performed. 

The boat on the lake seems to have been largely used by the public. 

736. Some valuable additions were made to the Gardens in the way of orchids, 
ferns and -flowering and -foliage plants. Several plants and packets of seeds wore 
obtained from the Agri-Horticultural Society’s Gardens, Madras. Pour seeds of 
the Victoria Regia were kindly presented to the Gardens by M. K . Ry. A. Seshiah 
Sastri Avergal. They unfortunately failed to germinate. 

737. The fountain in the Gardens was removed to be re-erected on a more 
suitable site. The upper lake was considerably enlarged, a great deal of sloping 
and turfing of the grounds was done and a new workshop for the carpenters 

738. The buildings and cages were as ^ usual. maintained in proper condition 

730. The most notable additions to this department by purchase were $ pan* 

in the gardens. * 

The younger orang died suddenly sixteen days after its arrival, and a port 
hiortcm examination of its body disclosed that it had been riddled with shot pro¬ 
bably to effect its capture and that the wounds had healed externally. The larger 

740. Models of a male and female kanikar in plaster-of-paris by Mr. Andriez, 
an artist from Colombo—were supplied to the Museum at a cost of Rs. 700. 

The Museum collector, sent on an excursion to Ponmudy, Madathuray, 
Kathoyani and other places, secured a good collection of spiders, which is proposed 
to be sent to the British Museum to be identified. 

The major portion of the materials for the index collection of reptiles is 
stated to be approaching completion. 

Five skeletons were added to the collection diming the year viz. two lizards, 

sold there. They will be replaced by others to complete the collection. 

741. The Library building continued to be used for many public functions such 
as penny readings, dances, meetings of the entertainment Committee, practices 
of the Residency Choral Union and a fancy sale. 

742. It is satisfactory to note that the institution continues to be well managed. 


OBSERVATORY (1895—96.) 

743. During the year, the Head Assistant S. Padmanabha Pillar was transfer¬ 
red to the ponsion list and his place taken by the second assistant. 

744. The usual transit observations for the determination of local time were 
made, the actual number of such observations being 48 against 30 or 18 more 
than in the previous year. The time signals to the Brigade were also conveyed 
as usual. The electrical time-gun firing apparatus referred to in the previous 
report was received during the year, and considerable progress made towards 
fitting it up. The result of its actual working will appear in the next report. 








ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY (1895-96.) 

752. With a view to the collection and investigation of the available data 
relating- to the political and economic history and the ethnology of the country. 
Government sanctioned the establishment, on a temporary basis, of an Archceo- 
logieal Department and appointed Rai Bahadur P. Sundram Filial to be in charge 
as Archaeologist to Government. The appointment of a staff of assistants was 
also sanctioned. As these steps were only taken towards the close of the yoar, 
the work of the department will only find a place in the report, for the current 

753. The cost to Government for 1071 was Rs. 366-2-18. 


VERNACULAR PRESS 0895-96.1 

754. The subjoined statement gives details of the Vernacular Newspapers 
and Magazines published in Travancore during the year under report:— ‘ 





CHAPTER VIII 


MISCELLANEOUS. 



The receipts and charges were less than the previous year by Us. 1S9-12-12 
and. Rs. 90-14-5 respectively. The smaller coinage of copper cash explains the 
decrease. The profit to Government was Rs. 1.712-c;lis. 5-c. 10 which is less 
than the previous year’s figure by Rs. 98-chs. 20-c. 7. 


758. There were 120 elephants at the beginning of the 
added by capture—making a total of 140. Of these 15 diet 
and 1 was presented to a temple. 

There were thus 120 elephants remaining at the close 
stationed as specified below 

At the Royal Stables. 

For work in the Forest Department... 

Do. Engineer’s Depart- 

Do. Panivagay Marahmut 
Department Trivandrum... 

For processions in temples . 

Specially reserved for capturing and 



Young ones under 
Detached from worl 
In the cage under ti 
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(4 )—Comparative Statement of strength of 'Establishment during M. E. 1071. 
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A.—LEGISLATIVE. 

(py—StatotMnt of Bills jmuVHt) before the Lct/Mldm Council in the ’jeer )U>1 M. C 
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F.—JUDICIAL S'l'ATJiMBiNTS (Cj VII,)—<■»«*>'<. 









F.—JUDICIAL STATEMENTS (CIVIL)- 



















CHAPTER TV -PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 




A.—SEASON AND RAINFALL. 
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(45 )—Duty on goods exported- 
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(63 )—Detailed Statement of Bitthe and Deaths registered in earh Talucj of Traraneorc during the gear 1071 M- R 
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B.—RETURNS OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Upturn of patients treated in Triu-uncore during the >j 
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’ ' B.-BfiTUfiNS OF THE MEDICAL 'DEPARTMENT.— routha'i-J. 

;84; —Annual Itehmi of patients treated -In Travanrore during iiu year 1-071 .1/. & —eontimiful. 
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